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NIGHT VISION
Find your way in the dark 
with our searchlight test

KEEP GRINDING
Service tips for smooth 
running winches

STORMY PASSAGE
Aiming for Madagascar, 
but blown to Malaysia

OFF YOU GO, DEAR
Shetlander goes global 
in a home-built boat

CRUISING

Creek hopper
Exploring the Essex rivers 
in a famous miniature gaff er

Boat Show
London special



Introducing the NEW
Discovery 58

Building on the success, quality and fantastic sailing performance of the 
Discovery 55, 57 and 67, we are launching the stunning new

Ron Holland designed Discovery 58 world cruiser.

Call us now on +44 (0) 238086 5555
to learn more about this exciting new boat

or email sales@discoveryyachts.com

www.discoveryyachts.com





  ALL HALYARDS 
AND SHEETS LEAD TO 
HELMSMAN POSITION 
single handed reefing in less 
then 60 seconds

 INTEGRATED 
SELF TACKING JIB 
tacking without touching 
the sheet hatches

 MULTIFUNCTIONAL 
ELECTRIC WINCH 
winch operated by push button

 GERMAN 
MAINSHEET SYSTEM
pull in or ease mainsheet from 
windward or leeward side

 ONE STEP 
COACH ROOF DESIGN
elegant and easy for walk over

www.hanseyachts.com

VISIT THE NEW HANSE 505, PLUS THE 345 AND 415 
ON THE BOARDWALK AT LONDON BOAT SHOW

Inspiration Marine Group Ltd. | contact.us@inspirationmarine.co.uk
Southampton | P 02380 457008 || Windermere | P 01539 447700
Scotland & Ireland | P 01475 522515

325   345   385   415   445  new505   575   630e

EASY SAILING
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This unusal photo was taken by one of the participants 
in the Oyster World Rally in the Cocos (aka Keeling) 
Islands, found mid-way between Australia and Sri 
Lanka. Yves, who is crewing aboard the Oyster 575 
Satika, used a kite and stabiliser to get a tiny GoPro 
camera high enough for a good aerial shot of Prison 
Island. You can just see the string of the kite at the 
top, left of centre. The Cocos consist of two atolls and 
26 islands covering 5.5sqm (14.2km2)

Cocos
Photo by Yves Ernst
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AINSLIE VOTE
Ben Ainslie missed out 

on becoming BBC 
Sports Personality of 
the Year, following his 
second consecutive 

nomination. Andy 
Murray took the 

coveted trophy by a 
landslide margin.

EVENTS | GOSSIP | NEWS FROM THE SAILING COMMUNITY

Ebb and flow

Record falls in ARC race

SHIPWRECK SURVIVOR, 
HARRISON Okene, has sold 

the rights to his incredible 

story, following leaked footage 

of his rescue after 60 hours at 

the bottom of the ocean shot 

around the internet.

The Nigerian cook 

was found inside the 

hull of the tug boat 

Jascon 4 upon which he 

worked. The boat had 

gone under and settled 

on the ocean floor, 

some 12 miles off the 

coast of Nigeria and 

100ft beneath the 

surface. When rescue workers 

found the boat nearly three 

days after sinking, they were 

on a body recovery mission 

and expected to find no 

survivors. In the footage (see 

www.sailingtoday.co.uk) you 

can clearly hear the shock as 

they discover Okene alive in 

an air pocket within the boat, 

where he had remained alone 

and in pitch-darkness since 

the initial sinking, surviving 

on fizzy drinks.

Due to the pressure 

differential, it took two 

days in a decompression 

chamber before Okene 

was fully adjusted to 

being on the surface. It is 

unclear at this moment 

how much Castlight 

Pictures paid for the 

rights to the story.

THIS YEAR’S ATLANTIC Rally 

for Cruisers (ARC) has both 

started and finished since last 

we went to press, with the 

event record being broken by 

Max Klink’s Knierim 65, Caro.

Despite the event 

consisting mostly of cruisers 

wishing to make their way 

sedately across the Atlantic in 

company, there is a racing 

division that has become 

increasingly hotly contested 

year on year – a fact that is 

largely responsible for the 

RORC (Royal Ocean Racing 

Club) announcing a new race 

over pretty much the same 

course at pretty much the 

same time from next year. 

After setting off from the 

Canaries, Klink and his crew 

pulled into Rodney Bay on 

Thursday 5 December at 

10:10:10 UTC only 10 days, 

21 hours, 25 minutes and 10 

seconds after starting, 

smashing the previous record 

of 11 days, 5 hours, 32 

minutes and 30 seconds.

UNDER THE SEA

Greece’d palms
A new levy on visiting yachts is being 
introduced in Greece that will see 
boaters pay in full even if only 
transiting through Greek waters. 

The tax, which comes into force on 1 
January 2014, will see a charge for any 
boat over 7m (c23ft) in Greek waters 
regardless of whether it anchors or 
berths and of the duration of stay. 

Rates start at €200 (c£170) for a 7m 
(22ft 11in) boat and rise to €400 
(c£340) for 12m (39ft 4in) boats – 
anything over that size will pay €100/m 
per year, with reductions for those 
staying in the country permanently.

Caro seen here 
crossing the ARC 
finish line, becoming 
the new record 
holder for the event
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Christmas Rally under way 
AFTER 14 MONTHS of 

preparation, the first ever 

Christmas Caribbean Rally 

set off from Marina Rubicon, 

Lanzarote on 16 December 

with seven boats taking part. 

Nearly 40 sailors from 

Britain, Germany, Holland, 

Russia, Spain, the Ukraine, 

Columbia, Argentina, Canada 

and Italy had a memorable 

send off, with a solid easterly 

breeze of 20 knots providing a 

feisty downwind start.

The crews are bound for Jolly 

Harbour, Antigua, 2,850 miles 

across the Atlantic, where they 

should arrive in the New Year.

“It will be a great experience 

to cross the Atlantic with my 

son,” commented participant, 

Alex Merzlecko. “The timing of 

the rally means that [son] 

Konstantin will not miss any 

school time during the crossing 

and we get a week to explore 

the Caribbean when we arrive.”

THE EXAM NECESSARY to 

obtain a VHF license has been 

overhauled, with the syllabus 

being lengthened. Experts 

warn that this will have 

the effect of making a 

pass costlier and more 

time-consuming. 

The qualification is 

widely viewed as the 

only absolutely 

necessary certificate 

to safely pilot a boat, 

because of the legal 

need for a license if one is to 

use a VHF radio.

The changes are being 

made to conform to rules 

defined by the European 

Conference of Postal and 

Telecommunications 

Administrations (CEPT). The 

qualification may now only 

be obtained following 10 

hours of separate study 

time, and assessment by 

an independent examiner, 

which will double the 

previous £30 

administration fee. 

GOING 
UP

GOING 
DOWN

SIMPSON RACE 
RECORD ATTEMPT  
Plans are afoot to 
assemble more 
dinghies than ever 
before for a Guinness 
World Record-breaking 
race. Details are still 
scant, but the event will 
probably take place in 
the UK in September 
and will raise money for 
the Andrew Simpson 
Memorial Fund.  

ESSEX FLOODING  We were torn as to 
whether we should put this in going up or 
going down. When a massive storm surge 
hit the east coast in early December, 
much of Essex, Suffolk and Norfolk were 
underwater. Houses fell into the sea and 
beach huts washed away, but unlike the 
1953 flood, no lives were lost. 
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ROYAL SOUTHERN INCREASE The 
popular Hamble yacht club has reported 
a 9 per cent rise in membership in the 
last year – an impressive feat and, 
hopefully, a sign of things to come. 

FREEDOM SHIP  Every so often the 
same story rears its head. Once again a 
group has announced plans to build a 
floating city, capable of housing up to 
100,000 residents.  We are not convinced. 

New radio regs are ga-ga  
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Ebb and flow

THE DEPARTMENT FOR 
Environment, Food and Rural 

Affairs (Defra) has announced 

the official creation of 27 

Marine Conservation Zones 

(MCZs) in England. 

There were no surprises in 

the announcement on 21 

November, which had long 

been expected, following a 

great deal of debate and 

discussion surrounding the 

contentious issue. 

Paul Rayner, a member of 

the RYA’s Planning and 

Environment Committee 

explained: “They have simply 

designated the areas for 

Marine Conservation Zones at 

this stage. Nothing was 

announced as to what 

management measures would 

be put in place for each MCZ 

that may restrict activity. These 

will be decided by the Marine 

Management Organisation in 

partnership with the 

stakeholders at a local level.”

Defra is clear that action 

will be taken to ensure that 

the new sites are properly 

protected from damaging 

activities, taking into account 

local needs. Officials have 

stated that restrictions will 

differ from site to site, 

depending on what features 

each site intends to protect. 

Activities will only be 

regulated if they cause harm 

to wildlife or damage habitats 

that are being conserved in 

the MCZ.

Socio-economic factors, 

which include leisure boating, 

are an important consideration 

for Defra. Officials pointed out 

that it was this which led to the 

Stour and Orwell not being 

designated in the current 

tranche of conservation zones.

Making the announcement, 

marine environment minister 

George Eustice said: “These 

Marine Conservation Zones 

will safeguard a wide range of 

precious sealife from 

seahorses to oyster beds and 

our ambitions do not end 

there. This is just the 

beginning; we plan two further 

phases over the next three 

years and work to identify 

these will begin shortly.”  

A consultation on the next 

phase is expected to launch in 

early 2015. 

See www.sailingtoday.co.uk 

for details, including maps.

Return of the Queen 

Conservation Zones decided 

MARINA SALE
Aberystwyth Marina has been put 
on the market, making it the first 
marina to be up for public sale 
since 2008.

The 150-berth marina is 
currently under the ownership of 
Merlin Homes, which says it is 
hoping to sell it on to a “more 
experienced operator”. 

The site was first opened back 
in 1995 and cost approximately 
£10m to build. It is now going on 
the market at £2.5m with 
planning permission granted for 
an additional 40 berths.  

COWES FEEDBACK
After a survey of 

participants, Cowes 
Week organisers 

have pledged clearer 
information for first 
timers and cheaper 

early-bird berthing at 
the 2014 event

The Dunkirk veteran paddle steamer Medway Queen has returned to the 
River Medway at her new base on Gillingham Pier after a £1.9m refit.

The steamer was towed out of the Albion dry dock in Bristol on 24 
October and moored up in the city’s Floating Harbour before finally being 
towed home to the Medway by Monday 18 November.

A flotilla of boats hailed her return as she came up the river, including 
one of the Dunkirk ‘Little Ships’. The tug Svitzer Harty also took part, 
saluting Medway Queen with water jets as she reached Gillingham Pier. 
There, with the assistance of a smaller vessel, Nipashore, she was eased 
into her berth. She arrived right on schedule, and was welcomed by 
hundreds of onlookers. 
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Ebb and flow

A COUPLE CRUISING from 

Trinidad to Venezuela have 

been robbed at gunpoint by 

pirates and are lucky to be 

alive thanks to a misfiring gun 

and the fortuitous appearance 

of a large tanker. 

Bob and Hella Jackson had 

arranged to make the crossing 

sailing alongside another boat 

in Explorer, their Norseman 

44. But the distance between 

the two boats opened up. 

“Out of nowhere a pirogue 

approached and rammed us 

while four men boarded our 

yacht,” Hella explains. “They 

were carrying firearms which 

they aimed at us. They cut off 

our VHF microphone 

immediately and handcuffed 

us. It happened so fast.” 

Hella was beaten over the 

head with the butt of a pistol 

and Bob taken below. “One 

of the pirates aimed a 

shotgun at my 

chest,” Bob 

recounts. “I heard 

the trigger click. 

He tried killing me 

then and there in 

my own yacht in 

the presence of my 

wife. But the gun 

misfired.” 

Everything of value was 

taken from below. One of the 

pirates guarded Hella and 

tried pulling her wedding ring 

off; when unable to move it, 

he started looking around for 

something with which to cut 

off her finger. Fortunately the 

ring came free eventually. 

With the couple sure they 

were about to meet a grim 

end, a freighter appeared in 

the distance. “We weren’t far 

offshore so they were 

vulnerable,” Hella explains. 

“They hid their pirogue 

behind our yacht and all 

jumped back on board. They 

left as suddenly as they had 

come, leaving us wounded.”

The couple are determined 

to keep cruising, and are now 

heading for Grenada.

IN A SIMILAR ‘truth is 

stranger than fiction’ vein to 

Harrison Okene’s story (p8) 

two men are reported to have 

saved a shark from choking 

on a moose, on a beach in 

Newfoundland, Canada. 

The men saw the shark on 

the beach, mistaking it for a 

stranded whale at first. 

However, after getting closer, 

it became clear it was a 

Greenland shark which had 

bitten off rather more than it 

could chew. 

Apparently, the mangled 

remains of the moose were 

dislodged by the two men 

with a firm yank. Then they 

pushed the shark back into 

the water, where it was briefly 

still before bubbles started 

streaming from its gills and it 

was able to swim away from 

the scene. The thoroughly 

chewed-on moose was rather 

less lucky. 

A tale of terror in Trinidad

How to get a moose loose

 OYSTER RALLY PARTICIPANTS took it upon themselves 
to do some cleaning after being appalled by the state of 

windward shores on many of the islands they visited

DIRECTION ISLAND had a particularly messy 
beach when the crews arrived

CREWS WERE forced to 
reconsider their favourite 
footwear as they discovered 
flip-flops making up the bulk 
of the rubbish BAGS FULL of rubbish were collected 

by the crews of Mariela, Babe and 
Amelie

THE BEACH was returned to its former 
glory, for the time being at least
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CODE IS ‘GO’   

SOLENT  
SHOUT OUT 

The RYA has welcomed new rules 
to protect yachtsmen from 
sweeping powers allowing 
harbour authorities to make their 
own laws from this spring. 

The association negotiated the 
Code of Conduct on Harbour 
Directions with major port 
management groups back in May, 
now published in readiness for the 
first applications in early 2014. 
During application, harbour 
authorities must assure the 
Secretary of State (or Welsh or 
Scottish ministers) that it will 
abide by the code before it can be 
designated with harbour direction 
powers under the Marine 
Navigation Act 2013.

“It’s taken a year to get to this 
point and we are pleased with 
what we have achieved for the 
leisure boating community,” said 
the RYA’s head of legal and 
governmental affairs, Gus Lewis. 

Two anglers have been rescued 
from a sinking boat off Beaulieu 
River in the Solent after shouts 
were heard by members of the 
public and reported.

Surprisingly, the calls for help 
were heard and reported 
independently from either side of 
the Solent – one on the mainland 
and one on the Isle of Wight. The 
RNLI launched and was able to 
save the men, who had got into 
difficulty after their boat capsized.



And receive a complimentary club burgee flag for every 
membership* completed before 1st April 2014!
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AUREUS XV                 €1,180,000

Spitfi re 18       from £28,620

The Spitfi re 18 from North Quay Marine is designed by Ted 
Spears and built by his son Ewan. The intent was to 
provide a dayboat that will perform equally well with the 
family on board cruising in estuary waters, or in the more 
demanding conditions of racing events.

The hull is in western red cedar, sheathed in glass and 
epoxy. Spars are in silver spruce, the gaff  elegantly curved, 
and there is no boom to catch the unwary on the head. 
Instead, the fully battened main is given shape by the gaff  
and a mainsheet that travels across the transom.

She’s a dayboat with camper-sailer potential, and all-up 
towable at 750kg (her displacement is only 400kg). She’s 
also designed to be self-righting.

  Builder/UK dealer: www.northquaymarine.co.uk

Wauquiez Optio          c£125,000

French manufacturer Wauquiez calls this 29ft 6in (9m) 
lift-keeler a daysailer, but she would happily berth a couple 
overnight or longer, with a comfortable interior, saloon 
table, galley with fridge and even optional microwave. High 
spec GRP construction, fast lines and a powerful rig 
promise strong performance. She has a retractable 
bowsprit, Harken deck gear and an optional drop-down 
transom for bathing. Rated B for off shore sailing. 

  Builder: Wauquiez Boats, www.wauquiez.com
  UK agent: Charles Watson, www.charles-watson.com

DESIGNS  |  LAUNCHES  |  PROJECTS

New boats
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BACHELOR PAD

Designed as a (very) fast cruiser, 
the 49ft  4in (15m) Aureus is all 
about style. Th e hull is a 
sandwich of carbon, foam and 
epoxy with carbon bulkheads 
and laminated fl oors. Th e rig is 
high modulus carbon with 
stainless rod stays. Dual helm 
positions bristle with controls 
for the hydraulics – you’ll either 
love it or hate it. 

Th e same goes below, 
where lavish Italian design has produced a huge living 
space with few handholds. Leather-clad seats and light 
oak give the feel of a bachelor pad – a view reinforced by 
the boat’s massive TV and hi-fi . Th ere’s even a Nespresso 
machine. It’s bright, with deck and hull lights and there’s a 
well-organised technical cabin in the starboard quarter, a 
double to port and another in the fo’c’s’le. 

Looks fast, in which case I wouldn’t fancy being below.

  Builder: AP Yacht Conception, www.aureus-yachts.com 

SEE ME 
AT F132
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Jeanneau S/O 349    from c£78,000  

This is a complete redesign by Marc Lombard to replace the old 
Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 33i, with a chine, positive sheer and 
wider cockpit. The sheer is a fi rst for Jeanneau, but off ers more 
space below, while the chine increases stability. 

Another new feature are the swept-back spreaders, which 
mean there’s no backstay to obstruct the drop-down transom 
platform and room for a square-top main. A technical aft cabin to 
port is accessed via a Lewmar hatch under the locker lid. She has 
twin wheels, twin rudders and is available in a two- or three-
cabin format. 

  Builder: Jeanneau, www.jeanneau.com
  UK dealer: Sea Ventures, www.sea-ventures.co.uk

Hallberg Rassy 43 MkIII       from £479,856

The HR43 MkIII is to be launched in 2014, following on from the 
successes of the new 64, 55 and 48 MkII models. She will have more 
light below, thanks to larger saloon and hull portlights. She will also 
feature larger forward berths, a bigger galley and an option for a 
centreline double berth aft.

Deck gear has improved, with reversing primary winches and a 
‘self-docking’ option with retractable thrusters fore and aft. She also 
boasts larger anchor and deck lockers for improved stowage. 

Also available will be the latest FatFurl in-mast reefed mainsail with 
vertical battens, fl at-cut headboard and extended roach.

  Builder: Hallberg Rassy, www.hallberg-rassy.com
  UK dealer: Transworld Yachts, www.transworldyachts.co.uk

Garcia Exploration 45    c£428,400 

In build in France for ARC founder and renowned 
circumnavigator Jimmy Cornell, the new GE45 is made 
from aluminium to deal with the Northwest Passage.
Strong, fast, comfortable and easily handled, she is 
suited to high latitude and tropical sailing. Features 
include a deck saloon with 270° views, inside steering 
position and lifting centreboard ballast tanks.

  Builder: Garcia Yachting, www.garcia-yachting.com

SEE ME 
AT C180
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LETTERS | TWITTER | FACEBOOK | EMAIL

COMMENT OF THE MONTH

Airing green issues in ST
It is refreshing to see the magazine giving space to climate change. It is a 
shame however that we are only becoming concerned because we now 
see it aff ecting our hobby. Having ignored the warnings for the past 
decade we need to listen now or we will have much more serious issues 
to worry about in another ten years’ time.

People like us, the relatively wealthy with pastimes like ours, are the 
biggest contributors to climate change. Flying, which for many is integral 
to how we enjoy sailing, is the worst single activity we can indulge in.

Th e expansion of air travel is just about outstripping 
our attempts to reduce carbon emissions (have a 

look at the report Predict and Decide, online). If we 
think that using dehydrated food on our yachts 
(Skippers view ST201) is going to make a 
diff erence then we have no hope. If we care at all 

we need to signifi cantly reduce air travel.

precisely, and as such worthless! 
“Most of the evidence for this is from 
personal observation and not from any 
statistical data” - again, worthless! 

Whilst we can no doubt agree (as 
sailors) that there is clear evidence for 
climate change, to attribute this to the 
intervention of human activity is 
altogether another matter. Whether it’s 
possible, or economically desirable, to 
attempt to do anything about it is even 
more problematic. 

To assume the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change is talking 
about the same concerns as Mr Heikell 
is far-fetched. 
John Sheard, Huddersfi eld 

Model year matters
In reply to an email from Keith Williams 
in Letters, Jan 2014 (ST201), as a former 
broker and dealer of new and used UK, 
European and US motor and sailboats, I 
would argue that manufacturers do in 
fact introduce considerable changes to 
models within their ranges to coincide 
with ‘model years’, whereby a boat with 
a model year stamped on its transom 
200X could in fact diff er immensely 
from a boat 200X+1.
Gareth Day, by email 

To the point
Thanks for doing the Sailing Knives 
article (ST201). One small observation: 
the Opinel that you exhibited has a 
locking blade - which, as you point out, 
is illegal [to carry in public]. 

That said, I think that your 
comments about the Main Couronnee 
were very fair. They are sharp (the 
locking blade is a safety feature - 

Word of mouth

YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS

FLOODING on the east coast was responsible for a 
number of interesting shots. Here, a gap has 
appeared after a beach-hut fl oated off  in Essex 

11TH HOUR Racing sent us 
this picture of Hannah 
Jenner talking to ST’s Sam 
Fortescue last month

THIS APTLY NAMED canoe is 
sitting at rest in glass-calm waters 
in this pic from Legacy Yachts

Richard Proud, County Durham, by email

Only hot air!
The magazine is not a suitable format 
for the publication of uninformed 
opinion on the subject of anthropogenic 
global warming (Broadside, ST201). 
“Hurricane Ivan... was only the third 

hurricane to have hit Grenada in 150 
years” - so what! Any statistics on the 
past 100,000 years? 

“This sort of personal experience 
really brings the prediction of more 
severe storms down to a gut level” - 

PRIZE COMMENT 
Our star letter wins a 
bottle of Old Pulteney 
Navigator, the 
genuine maritime 
malt distilled in the 
fi shing town of Wick. 
www.inverhouse.com
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whatever Big Brother says). I keep one 
on board and have two or three around 
the house.
Robert Wilson Thomas, by email 

Signal fl are-up
[In response to Alan Richards’ letter 
Keeping Watch in ST201] With the 
greatest of respect, I feel that you 
might have missed the main objection 
to traditional pyrotechnic distress 
fl ares. That is their safe disposal.

I survey about fi ve boats a week and 
on almost every boat I fi nd at least one 
pack of expired fl ares. Pains Wessex 
and Comet are now owned by a US 
company and made in Poland! They do 
not have a facility in the UK to dispose 
of time expired or defective fl ares.

Instead, they rely on HM Coast Guard 
to dispose of them. In my experience 
HMCG are not happy about this 
arrangement and put a lot of restrictions 
on boatowners returning fl ares. The ideal 
solution would be that chandlers take in 

BRIDGET STEEL-JESSOP sent 
in this embroidery, dedicated 
to the British Steel Challenge 
yacht, Coopers and Lybrand

expired fl ares when a boatowner buys 
new ones. However, they often don’t 
and quote some insurance rule. 

We don’t have fl ares at all on our own 
yacht. Instead, we have an Odeo LED 
fl are which has all the advantages of an 
explosive fl are but a whole load of 
improvements! It uses batteries that can 
be easily checked and replaced. It fl oats, 
it’s waterproof and won’t be damaged if 
left in a damp locker. There’s no heat, no 
fl ame, no explosive, it can be seen for 
three miles and will stay lit for six hours 
on one set of batteries. 

The manufacturers of distress fl ares 
put very short expiry dates on them, 
but they neglect the responsibility of 
disposing of their own expired 
products. This to me is very, very 
wrong. Car manufacturers have to take 
this responsibility, as do fridge and 
white goods manufacturers. I strongly 
feel that the days of the explosive 
distress fl are have come to an end.
Nick Vass, by email 

 I had a Race Rescue Knife (think it was RYA 
branded but appears identical to the Force 4 
one) strapped to the back bar of my dinghy a 
few years back, purely as an emergency knife. 
The sheath was never very secure and I did 
loosely tie it in for a while, but decided it really 
needed to be free for use in a hurry. We only 
had one occasion when we reached for it - 
unfortunately at some point between launching 
and a violent capsize it had gone overboard. 
Luckily it wasn’t needed but I was really 
unimpressed!
Ben Tate - Facebook

I have Gill Marine Rescue tied to my pedestal 
for emergency use. Unfortunately it ialready 
has traces of rust, after three months in low 
salt Baltic sea.
Sami Tainio - Facebook

I was a climber not a sailor, but my Buck 
Yachtsman has always served me well.
Don Stock -  Facebook

Gerber EZ out is my choice, but according to 
the law illegal to be carried in public, so how do 
I get my knife to my yacht without breaking 
the law? I think we should all contact our local 
police stations for an offi  cer to come and visit 
our sailing clubs to clarify this issue to our 
members. Personally, I would not go to sea 
without my knife, and fi nd it insulting for the 
law to condemn my act of carrying a knife for 
my personal wellbeing and that of my crew. 
This confl ict of law needs clarifi cation.
Graeme Sweeney – Facebook

Retweet
We asked readers about their favourite 

knives, following the group test in ST201

GET IN TOUCH

www.facebook.com/
SailingToday 

twitter.com/
SailingTodayMag 

editor@sailingtoday.co.uk

Sailing Today, 
Jubilee House, 2 Jubilee Place, 

London SW3 3TQ 
Tel: 020 7349 3700

Send your letters to: 
editor@sailingtoday.co.uk

OUR FRIENDS at Topsail Yacht Share 
sent us this picture of one of their boats 
at rest in Largs, to prove it’s not always 
as windy as it was for our recent visit
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SAILING 
KNIVES

THAT’S NOT A KNIFE; THIS IS A KNIFE. 

DUNCAN KENT UNSHEATHES A 

RANGE OF BLADES AND PUTS THEM 

THROUGH THIER PACES

FIXED BLADES
TIME TO CUT (S)

MAKE MODEL PRICE TYPE MATERIAL* WEIGHT BLADE L P N D W OUR SUPPLIER

CPT CURREY Seaman £16.99 Plain HC SS 105g 127mm 2.0 0.8 0.9 0.8 C Currey

CPT CURREY Rigger £16.99 Plain HC SS 95g 95mm 2.4 0.6 0.7 1.0 C Currey

FORCE 4 Race Rescue £37.95 Serrated HC SS 120g 98mm 0.8 0.4 0.7 0.4 Force 4

GERBER BG Ultimate £70.00 50/50 420 SS 230g 120mm 1.3 1.1 1.0 0.6 Bainbridge

GERBER R Shorty £49.99 Serrated 420 SS 75g 83mm 0.9 0.4 0.6 0.5 Bainbridge

GILL Marine Rescue £34.95 Both 420 SS 175g 110mm 3.1 1.3 0.8 0.8 Gill

MYERCHIN Off shore £76.74 Plain 440C SS 188g 98mm 1.0 0.4 0.6 0.4 Myerchin

MYERCHIN Off shore Pro £78.39 Serrated 440C SS 188g 98mm 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.3 Myerchin

WHITBY Tekno Rescue £33.61 Serrated 420 SS 150g 100mm 1.0 0.7 0.8 0.7 extremegb

* HC = High Carbon; SS = Stainless Steel; CS = Carbon Steel; P = 14mm/3-strand polypropylene; N = 16mm/3-strand nylon; D = 12mm braided Dyneema; W = 25mm jackstay webbing

Whitby Tekno Rescue   

Supplied with a hard plastic sheath with straps, the 

round-tipped Tekno has a grippy rubberised handle, 

serrated blade, shackle key slot and webbing cutter 

at its tip. A good all-round sailor’s/diver’s knife ideal 

for cutting rope from a prop.

 Value: 8/10   Performance: 8/10

 www.outdoorgb.com

Gill Marine Rescue    

A stout, blunt-tipped sheath knife with 

double-edged blade – one serrated, the other 

plain. The handle is rubberised for better grip 

and it comes with a plastic sheath that is 

designed for strap-mounting rather than 

belt-threading and has a retaining clip to hold 

the knife securely either way around. Its blade 

is made from durable 440 stainless steel and is 

titanium-coated for greater corrosion 

resistance. Nice to hold, well balanced and a 

stout blade, but not particularly sharp.

 Value: 6/10   Performance: 4/10

 www.gillmarine.com

Gerber BG Ultimate     

A real beast of a knife – defi nitely one to take over the side with 

you when having to clear netting or rope from your prop. This 

sturdy carbon-steel sheath knife has a 5in (12.7cm) single-sided 

pointed blade, which is half plain/half serrated. It comes with a 

plastic sheath with a positive click retainer and a canvas bulkhead 

mount with Velcro straps. It also has a blade sharpener on the 

back of the sheath, a fi re starter fl int and a whistle on the lanyard.

Not cheap, but a lot of knife for the money.

 Value: 5/10   Performance: 7/10

 www.bainbridgeint.co.uk 

Myerchin Off shore/Pro    

A top quality sheath knife with either a plain or three-quarter 

serrated blade made from the fi nest 440C high-carbon 

stainless steel. The blade has an integral shackle key and is 

round-tipped for safety. The sheath also contains a 

marlinspike. It has a tough, black handle made from G10, 

which is impervious to oil, salt etc. and can even be engraved. 

Costly, but worth it for the quality of steel, handle and sheath. 

The Pro version was the top performer over all the tests.

 Value: 7/10   Performance: 9/10

 www.myerchin.co.uk  

Force 4 Race Rescue Knife   

Developed in conjunction with the RYA, the RRK is a 

medium length sheath knife with a serrated single 

edge blade, with or without a webbing cutter at its tip. 

Made from high-quality 425 stainless steel and 

painted yellow to aid visibility. We like this knife for its 

simplicity, excellent hand grip and thick blade.

 Value: 7/10   Performance: 9/10

 www.force4.co.uk 

Currey seaman’s sheath    

Fixed sheath knife with 5in carbon steel pointed 

plain blade with brass riveted rosewood handle. A 

general purpose knife with good cutting abilities. 

 Value: 8/10   Performance: 6/10

 www.captain-currey.co.uk

Gerber River Shorty    

A plastic handled sheath knife with blunt-tipped stainless blade and rigid 

plastic sheath. Like a small diver’s knife, it has one serrated edge and the 

other a half plain blade, half thumb-grip style. Strong general purpose 

knife, if a little short for prop clearing. Good for opening oysters though!

 Value: 6/10   Performance: 9/10

 www.bainbridgeint.co.uk

Currey rigging sheath   

Similar to the Seaman’s sheath knife in quality terms, but 

blunt ended and only single-sided with a plain blade.  

 Value: 5/10   Performance: 5/10

  www.captain-currey.co.uk

TOP FOR 
PERFORMANCE

Knives are made with a variety of diff erent steel 

blades, depending on their intended use, but deciding 

which is best often involves a compromise between 

corrosion resistance, durability and the ability to 

sharpen it to a fi ne edge.

In our test group of marine knives, almost all of the 

blades featured are made from some type of 

stainless steel (SS) to resist the harsh, salty marine 

environment. The best SS at resisting oxidisation is 

type 304, but, sadly, it isn’t the best at holding a 

durable and sharp blade edge. For this, you need to 

use stainless steel with high carbon content, such as 

type 420 or 425. The downside of 425 is you will 

need to maintain the blade by giving it the odd rub 

over with steel wool and a swift coating of WD40 or 

light oil before you put it away.

STEEL BLADES

On test
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EVENTS | DIARY DATES | PLACES TO VISIT

What’s on

RORC CARIBBEAN 600 / 24 FEB

PERISHER PURSUIT  / 15 FEB

The only off shore race in 
the Caribbean Series, the 
RORC Caribbean 600 
course weaves its way 
through a number of 
Caribbean islands in a 
broad fi gure-of-eight, 
starting and fi nishing at 
Antigua Yacht Club

The fi rst edition took 
place in 1840 and it is the 
oldest sporting event in 
New Zealand. It predates 
even the America’s Cup 

AUCKLAND DAY REGATTA / 29 JAN 

Cruising in 
the North   
12 Feb. Jimmy 
Cornell leads 
a talk at CA 
House about 
the joys of cruising in the 
far north

Jolly Harbour 
Valentine’s regatta       
13-16 Feb. Perfect for 
those recent Atlantic rally 
arrivals looking for a 
combination of yacht 
racing and romance

P
H

O
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; O
N

D
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K

Rye Bay Scallop Festival      
15-23 Feb. If you like 
festivals and you like 
scallops, look no further

Test your dinghy 
skills in this popular  
Hayling event, or 
watch the action 
from the warmth of 
the bar

DON’T MISS OUR SISTER 
TITLES IN JANUARY

Classic Boat
 From fi rewood to concours 

winner - saved for just £1

 Hunting for the lost 15-Ms 
- what next for the class?

 Science of speed – Nigel 
Irens’ new motorboat Greta

Yachts and Yachting
 Talking with the all-

female Volvo Ocean Race 
crew, Team SCA

 Y&Y Awards winners 
announced

T H E   W O R L D’ S   M O S T   B E A U T I F U L   B O A T S

Classic Boat 

FREE
Charter 
Guide

 

INSIDE

Concours winner
RESCUED!
only cost £1

French sandbagger 
Marseille marvel

Finding the lost Fifteens                
Archive’s forgotten sisters

Puccini’s powerboat passion

NEW NIGEL IRENS DESIGN    

Family picnic boat

i

£4.50 US$12.50FEBRUARY 2014

    
BEYOND THE OUTER HEBRIDES

Voyage to St Kilda
HOW TO HIDE THE MOD CONS

Fitting out: systems

OCEAN RACING

Meet the all-female 
crew tackling the Volvo

Girls lead 
the way

Top performers in our 2014 accolades
All the winners
YACHTS & YACHTING AWARDS

SUPERCHAMP PREMIER 45 YACHT REVIEW DECK GEAR

COACH’STIPSPORT TACKSTARTS

NEXT MONTH IN SAILING TODAY
CHAMPAGNE SAILING in the whisky 
waters of the Outer Hebrides

WINNER 9.00 The new budget cruiser 
from Holland is winning plenty of praise 
on this side of the North Sea

TOMORROW’S WORLD We look 
at the state-of-the-art 
features trickling down from 
racing to cruising

GODFATHER OF the Atlantic rally, 
Jimmy Cornell, talks blue water

ON SALE 31 JANUARY



Ocean Signal Competition
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B U C KLER ’ S  H A RD  YAC H T  H A RB O U R

To enquire about availability & prices, please contact the Harbour Master’s Office at:

river@beaulieu.co.uk  or call  01590 616200
Beaulieu, New Forest, Hampshire SO42 7XB    www.beaulieuriver.co.uk

Visitors and applications for berths welcome
Centrally located on the Solent in a unique & unspoilt location rich in wildlife

Competitively priced berths with availability

HOW TO ENTER

Safety-at-sea specialist Ocean Signal is off ering Sailing Today 
readers the chance to win one of three PLBs worth £282 each

PLB1 

Enter online at www.sailingtoday.co.uk or post your answer to: Ocean Signal 
Competition, Sailing Today, Jubilee House, 2 Jubilee Place, London, SW3 3TQ

Simply answer the following question:  What does PLB stand for?

 A   Personal Locator Beacon    B   Positioning Light Beam    C   Personal Life Boat  

WIN! 
one of three 

rescueME PLB1s 

worth £282 

each 

COMPETITION CLOSES 30 JANUARY 2014. 
FOR FULL TERMS AND CONDITIONS GO TO WWW.CHELSEAMAGAZINES.COM/TERMS-AND-CONDITIONS

EASILY CARRIED OR attached to a lifejacket or clothing, the 

rescueME PLB1 will alert search and rescue services from 

wherever you are in the world. It is the world’s smallest personal 

locator beacon with a battery life of seven years. 

It can be activated with one hand and transmits position data 

from its 66-channel GPS, using the 406MHz Cospas-Sarsat 

satellite communication system, as well as sending a 121.5MHz 

homing beacon for at least 24 hours while the integrated strobe 

light provides maximum visibility.

For more information on Ocean Signal’s range of safety 
at sea products, visit www.oceansignal.com
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Show news, plans 
For the latest LBS 
news, scan the QR 
code with a 
smartphone or see 
www.sailingtoday.co.uk

Now the turkey and the mince pies are behind 
you, it can mean only one thing: it’s London 
Boat Show time again. Here’s what’s in store

Head for Excel

STARTING SLIGHTLY EARLIER than 

usual on 4 January this year, the show 

again fi lls the south hall of the ExCeL 

centre in London’s Docklands with a 

riot of sailing and power boats, 

equipment, clothing and personalities 

from the world of sailing.

For the fi rst time, the London Boat 

Show is partnering with the Telegraph 

Cruise Show in the next-door hall 

over the second weekend (10-12 

January). Take advantage of Sailing 

Today’s reader ticket off er (opposite) 

and you can get into both shows with 

the same £12 ticket. Note that an even 

cheaper £10 ticket is available from 

the organisers for the Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Sailing Today will be 
sharing stand E156 

with sister titles 
Classic Boat and 

Yachts & Yachting. 
Drop by and say hello 
to the editorial teams 

Come and 
meet us!  

YACHTS
YACHTING

CHELSEA
MAR INE
 M A G A Z I N E S

4-12 JANUARY 2014
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London Boat Show guide

Y&Y Awards 
On Thursday, 9 
December, sister 
title Yachts & 
Yachting will be 
presenting its 
coveted annual 
awards, which 
recognise sailing, 
coaching and 
boatbuilding talent. 
Platinum Suite 
from 5.30pm

THE UNDOUBTED STAR attraction 

at this year’s show is Sir Ben 

Ainslie, riding high aft er his 

record-breaking come-back as 

tactician on the Oracle Team USA 

boat that won the America’s Cup. 

He will be at the show with that 

boat’s little sister, the AC45 

catamaran in which he smashed 

the Round the Island record this 

summer. Meet Sir Ben on stand 

G280 at 11.30hrs on Wednesday 8 

January and see his boat every day.

Laugh at freezing winter 

temperatures and take to a stand-up 

paddleboard or a kayak in the 

indoor pool. Or Th e Tall Ships 

Youth Trust has one of its 72ft  

(21.9m) world-girdlers outside on 

the pontoons, and one of the Royal 

Navy’s Off shore Raiding Craft  will 

also be on show, alongside a handful 

of other boats. Meanwhile, the RYA’s 

Active Marina experience gives you 

the opposrtunity to pre-book free 

training sessions at the show. 

Exclusive ST readers’ TICKET OFFER

BOOK YOUR TICKET IN ADVANCE FROM ONLY £12 
PLUS CHILDREN 15 YEARS AND UNDER GO FREE†.

To book visit 

www.londonboatshow.com or 
call 0844 776 7766 and quote EX12

†TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY FOR FULL DETAILS SEE WEBSITE.

BEN AINSLIE

Far left: Last year’s 
cruising zone 
Left: There are more 
than 26 sailing 
boats to explore

ADVENTUROUS 
CRUISING

If you’re planning a longer cruise, 
stop by the adventurous cruising 
zone on stand G102.

Run in association with the 
World Cruising Club (organiser of 
the Atlantic Rally for Cruisers), the 
sessions will focus on diff erent 
boat types, how to provision your 
boat and what kit you may need.

Experts on hand include former 
ST editor John Goode, pilot guide 
writer and ST contributor Rod 
Heikell and ocean adventurer 
Peter Woodall. There’ll also be an 
Ovni 435, a Yarmouth 23 and a 
14ft dinghy on the stand, whose 
owners have interesting cruising 
tales to tell.

SAVE £8 ON THE GATE PRICE



www.dehler.com

29  32  35  35SQ  38  41 / proceed with speed / smart perfection / german design

Inspiration Marine Group Ltd. | Southampton | Scotland | Windermere

Phone: +44-2380 455 741 | contact.us@dehler.co.uk

Visit the Dehler 38
on the Boardwalk at London Boat Show

new

The new Dehler 38.
Made for those
who know.
Quality leaves a fi ngerprint.

Dehler 50th Anniversary / 1963 - 2013
// 50 % discount on „cruising pack“
// 50% discount on Pauger Carbon rigg
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Broadside
FIRST MATE KERRY PEARS WONDERS WHERE SAILING GIRLS KEEP THEIR 

GLAMOUR DURING AN OCEAN PASSAGE OR A DAY OF RACING

H
ow do they do it? Someone 

please tell me how! How 

do those glamorous girls 

look so gorgeous when 

they step ashore in the 

evening after a day of 

exhilarating sailing, their nails perfectly 

shaped and glossed with red; their white 

trousers looking as if they’ve just been 

collected from the dry cleaners?

When I venture ashore in the twilight, 

it’s with my favourite Guernsey to keep 

me warm and jeans that feel as if they’ve 

shrunk because I’ve been wearing baggy, 

comfortable sailing trousers all day. My 

long salty hair is windswept and refuses 

to be contained; my cheeks are pink with 

the fresh air and exhilaration of a hard 

beat to windward. After all, we’re on 

holiday; sailing means casual doesn’t it?

When we’re aboard for longer than a 

weekend I pack a skirt so that I can 

make an attempt to appear feminine. 

However, when the clothing in question 

(although carefully folded) has been 

thrown about in my sailing bag from 

forecabin bunk to bunk in consort with 

our tacking; when it has been subject to 

many disturbances from rummaging about to find 

various articles of warm, practical wear which I 

always mean to pack on the top but which invariably 

find their way to the bottom of my bag, then it is no 

surprise that my so-called “glamorous” outfit appears 

to have been dragged out from the bottom of the 

laundry basket!

Wherever I have sailed, from the quiet anchorages 

of the Isle of Wight, to the upmarket marinas on the 

French coast, I’ve been amazed to see women emerge 

from their boats looking as if they’ve just stepped off 

a Parisian catwalk or out of the pages of Hello! 

magazine. Do they ever actually sail the vessels they 

appear from, or does their immaculate appearance 

have something to do with the type of boat? Does 

glossy chic go hand-in-hand with monster “gin 

palaces” with patio doors, table lamps and silk 

flowers, and presumably personal hairstylist and 

dresser too?

My husband has certainly noticed them. I’ve caught 

the open-mouthed admiration on his face and then the 

surreptitious glance at me in my favourite cut-off jeans 

and “carpet slipper” boat shoes that have seen better 

days. I don’t have to guess what he’s 

thinking! I used to believe that these 

glossy babes only existed in a Sam 

Llewellyn or Jilly Cooper novel, with 

their endless tanned legs, long hair 

and cherry-red lips and nails. I was 

wrong; boy was I wrong!

I try to console myself by 

thinking that they probably can’t 

sail the boats that they’re on – that 

they are there as adornment only. 

But who’s kidding whom? They 

were probably Laser national 

champions by the age of 13, and 

have sailed the Atlantic single-

handed – twice!

OK, so I admit it, I’m jealous. 

Maybe it’s because I’m not young, 

beautiful or one of the world’s 

wealthy – not in financial terms 

anyway. But to me, sailing is about 

the wind, the waves and your boat 

talking to you, not about wearing 

trendy labels, or showing the world 

that you’re wearing the uniform of 

affluence afloat. Where is the 

personal challenge in shopping for 

the “right” outfit in which to be seen? 

I’d rather be out on the water, thank you!

Of course there are those who embrace the 

alternative image – the new-to-sailing boatowners, 

who are now living their dream complete with stringy 

grey ponytail, bandana, and the single gold earring of 

the Cape Horner – old salts they are not, however 

much they try to look like one! I prefer to see the 

glamorous look, it gives me something to aspire to!

OK, I’ve jumped down from the pulpit now – I try 

to be presentable when I go ashore, honest. It’s just 

that I never seem to get it quite right. I must try 

harder. I Must Try Harder. Next time you see 

someone in a Little Black Dress by Ralph Lauren, 

with perfect hair and lots of bling, jumping ashore 

from a dinghy to the beach because her spouse 

doesn’t like to get his feet wet, it’ll be me. And check 

out the footwear – you can’t beat good old yachtie 

yellow wellies, whatever the nautical occasion!

‘Wherever I’ve sailed, I’ve 
been amazed to see women 
looking as if they’ve stepped 

off the catwalk’

YOUR VIEW

Do you have an axe to 
grind on boating bling 

or fashion afloat?

www.facebook.com/
SailingToday 

www.twitter.com/
SailingTodayMag 

editor@sailingtoday.
co.uk

KERRY PEARS and husband John launched their self-built 
40ft aluminium pilothouse sloop in Portsmouth, in 1999, 
then took her on a circumnavigation via Panama and Suez
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In Part II of our Maldives story, Liz 
Cleere and Jamie Furlong head west 

but get blown east to Malaysia

BLOWN 
AWAY

T
he yacht began to sway, a 

sideways wobble 

followed by a forward 

swing. Sitting in the 

cockpit, watching the 

water fall away beneath 

us was unnerving. Hauling out at 

Gulf Craft  boatyard, in the Maldives, 

is a unique experience: a man 

standing under a tree with a remote 

control operates the 150t travel lift , 

while you stay on your boat making 

the most of the views from your 

elevated tour of the yard.

Aft er three weeks in the northern 

atolls, snorkelling with turtles, rays 

Cruising

LESSONS LEARNED

1. No matter how calm the 
weather, always reef at night

2. Check local knowledge for 
currents and weather; we were 
getting northerlies in the 
southwest monsoon 

3. While GRIB fi les and satellite 
weather forecasts paint the big 
picture, actual conditions can 
sometimes bear no relation to 
predictions. Sail defensively and 
be vigilant

4. Rumours of aggressive fi shing 
boats around Sri Lanka circulate, 
but perhaps the fi shermen are 
just curious. When one trawler 
steamed towards us, we used 
Ch16 to pretend we were having a 
two-way conversation with an 
imaginary friend out of sight. The 
trawler changed course, and 
disappeared over the horizon

and clown fi sh in pristine coral 

reefs, eating freshly caught red 

snapper and sailing the clear blue 

waters of the Indian Ocean, it was 

time to get on with some work. 

Unable to haul out in India, our plan 

was to get lift ed in the Maldives, 

check and anitfoul the hull, then 

head south to Chagos. 

‘Our fears were confi rmed. Th e 
closer we looked, the more 

blisters we found’
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However, we left the boatyard with 

poor power and the wash churning. At 

anchor in Hulhumalé, Jamie removed 

the thick plastic sheeting wrapped 

round the shaft. But as Esper left the 

anchorage, the wash continued to 

bubble. Not wanting to delay our 

family holiday, we made a brisk sail to 

Velassaru, a resort island about 15nM 

south, where the hotel sent a man in a 

dinghy to con us through the shallow 

coral (our depth gauge showed zero) . 

The next day, while his parents 

snorkelled on the nearby reef, Jamie 

took a close look at the Maxprop; one 

of the blades was misaligned. Kicking 

himself for not re-assembling it 

correctly, he contacted the dive 

school in the hope they would rent 

him some dive equipment.

“Would you like a diver to assist?” 

asked the dive master. The diver didn’t 

speak any English but underwater he 

and Jamie communicated through 

gesticulations. Together, they undid 

the nine Allen bolts and split pins, 

realigned the blades and put the 

Maxprop back together. Correctly. 

Jamie asked the dive master for the 

bill. “You don’t owe me anything,” he 

said. “We’re just happy to help.” 

It was another example of the 

helpfulness and welcome we found 

everywhere in the Maldives. To 

celebrate we went ashore that evening 

to enjoy sundowners at the bar 

followed by dinner under the stars.

The fortnight of fun went too 

quickly. After waving goodbye to 
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Whoever first described bluewater 

cruising as boat maintenance in 

exotic places probably never hauled 

out in the Maldives. Thilafushi sits a 

few nautical miles west of the capital 

Malé, but its similarity to any kind of 

paradise island ends there. 

Originally a deserted sand bar, it is 

now known globally as Rubbish 

Island. Boiling night and day, it has 

been reclaimed and bulldozed into a 

waste disposal badland. On one side 

the fires burn and the smoke rises; on 

the other, there are boatyards, 

warehouses, a reverse osmosis plant 

and technical service centres.

Main: Sunrise over 
Sumatra, first sight 
of land for 1,300nM

Above right: Urban 
life in Male

“This isn’t as bad as I expected,” I 

said to Jamie.

He didn’t bother to reply. We were 

coming to a boil of our own in the 

midday heat, and even conversation 

was uncomfortable. Soon a wooden 

ladder rested against the side of the 

boat. Millie, our cat, was first off, 

scampering under a pile of fibreglass. 

Then Jamie and I examined the hull 

properly for the first time in four years. 

Our fears were confirmed. The closer 

we looked, the more blisters we found. 

“Like bullets through my heart,” 

said Jamie. 

Snorkelling under the boat in 

Uligamu, he thought he had 

discovered osmosis, and now it had 

been confirmed. Although Gulf Craft 

specialises in building GRP boats, we 

did not have time to get the osmosis 

treated there. The yard's friendly 

workers helped us grind and fill 

before we applied the antifoul. We 

would look at a full repair job when 

we reached South Africa.

Deal with it later
After five days of hard labour, we left 

Gulf Craft with a freshly-painted 

bottom, gleaming topsides and most 

jobs ticked off our list, including a 

fully-serviced Maxprop. Jamie's 

parents were coming to visit, so we 

were looking forward to a break from 

boat maintenance for two weeks 

before the start of our passage to 

Madagascar. The outstanding jobs 

could be taken care of later.
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Jamie's parents we were back in 

Hulhumalé, making fi nal preparations 

to leave. Th e weather all over the 

Indian Ocean had been bad in April, 

and even if we had wanted to leave 

earlier, it would have been dangerous 

because of a tropical cyclone over 

Chagos. We provisioned, refuelled, 

and rewatered, then fi nished our last 

jobs, which included replacing the 

cable from windlass to batteries and 

servicing the outboard motor.

Storm tactics
As night fell Antony, of Divanty, 

radioed through on the VHF: “You’re 

cracking along there, Esper. Do you 

plan to reef down for the night?”

“No, I don’t think so, Ants. We have 

one reef in and are in the lee of this 

atoll,” said Jamie.

Esper is a cutter-rigged ketch, so 

through the rigging. I was on the 

helm when it hit us. 

“You know what to do,” said Jamie.

Th e adrenaline pumped as Esper 

heeled over. I gripped the wheel, 

keeping her into wind. “We must reef.” 

Jamie was already at the mizzen, but 

the furling line slipped and the whole 

sail unrolled, ripping his un-gloved 

hands. I battled to keep Esper from 

tacking, while Jamie clung to the mast 

staring at the solar panels. Mounted 

horizontally on the guardrail, they 

were now in the sea. Water rushed up 

to my knees in the cockpit; I was 

momentarily surprised by its warmth. 

“Keep pointing into the wind.”

A muscle popped in my left  arm, 

but I held the wheel fast. Th e rain 

hampered visibility; the wind gusting 

to 40 knots. Jamie let the mizzen sheet 

go to de-power the sail. As hundreds 

of tons of water washed down the 

decks and half the toerail disappeared 

underwater, fi nding a safe position to 

winch was hard. But we had been 

through this kind of weather before 

and knew Esper would look aft er us.

"Th at was stupid," said Jamie, an 

hour later. "From now on, we reduce 

the sails before it gets dark."

MALÉ TO MALAYSIA 

reefi ng is quick and easy. We were 10 

miles off shore, with Divanty between 

us and land. Close-hauled, with 

winds coming round to the west, we 

had a good angle of attack for the 

next part of the passage. Th en 

Antony's voice exploded onto the 

VHF, “Esper, there's a squall coming. 

It’s a big one, at least 30 knots.”

Jamie just had time to disengage 

the auxiliary rudder and get back to 

the cockpit before the wind crashed 

Top left: Papa 
Furlong enjoying a 
cocktail
Above left: Mike 
and Lesley Furlong 
under the palm 
trees on Velassaru

Main: Windsurfi ng 
before the squall
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Th e storm had blown us off  course, 

so we pointed back towards our 

destination. Neptune had other 

plans, though, and bowled squalls at 

us throughout the night. Although 

they are normal at this time of year, 

the relentless bad weather hadn't 

featured in our forecast. Daylight 

revealed spume whipping off  the 

waves in a monochrome sea, while 

malevolent clouds glowered above 

us. Th e unremitting storms 

continued for three days.

A change of plan
We pointed 210°, but our course over 

the ground read 080°. Th e high winds 

and strong current were forcing us 

backwards. We changed course to 

270°, but were pushed southeast. At 

this rate, we would end up in 

Australia. So we made the hard 

decision to turn round and head back. 

Sailing northwest was almost as 

diffi  cult, and we were now being 

pushed towards Malaysia. We didn't 

want to heave-to because we did not 

want to drift , so with no sleep and 

some judicious hand-steering, we 

used maximum engine power to 

inch our way back to Malé. Divanty 

had disappeared from our AIS on 

the fi rst night, and when, on day 

three, we fi nally managed to raise 

them on the satphone, we were 

surprised to learn that even with 

their 135hp engine they had been 

forced to turn back too. 

Still running on adrenaline, we 

re-entered Huhlumalé anchorage, 

where we refl ected on the mental and 

physical strength each of us had 

found since our adventure began. 

Working as a team to bring Esper 

through the kind of danger we had 

only read about, we were heartened 

by the yacht's stout performance and 

our proven seamanship.

With the damage Esper had 

sustained, we knew it would be 

foolhardy to try for Madagascar. 

Going back to India could be done, 

but the yacht facilities there were poor. 

Our best option was to take advantage 

of the southwest monsoon and sail to 

Malaysia. In one week, I sewed the 

sails and bimini back together and 

cleaned up the mess, while Jamie 

replaced and made repairs to the 

equipment we had lost or damaged.

Th en, at the end of May, we set sail 

to Langkawi. In the fi rst few days, we 

made excellent speed, averaging 

seven knots, even reaching 13 knots 

down the waves. Our self-steering 

did all the work, while we sat in the 

cockpit, enjoying the sun, stars and 

‘Th e high winds and strong current 
were forcing us backwards’

Provisioning for 
an ocean crossing
1. Fresh food which will be eaten 
in the fi rst few days
Ripe mangoes, grapes, satsumas 
and yellow bananas. Ripe 
tomatoes, lettuce, aubergines, 
green leaves, green beans, 
broccoli, peppers and fresh herbs

2. Fresh food which will last well 
into the trip
Potatoes and onions last for 
weeks out of the fridge. Cabbage 
and caulifl ower lasts well. Green 
tomatoes and green bananas will 
ripen. Melons and apples last well 
in the fridge. Oranges last longer 
than satsumas. Lemons, ginger, 
garlic and spring onions add 
fl avour once the herbs have gone.

3. Canned and dried food to use 
later in the trip
We lived off  tinned tuna bought 
straight from the canning plants 
in the Maldives. Pasta and rice 
have a permanent position in all 
cruising yachts. Dried herbs and 
spices are a necessity to give 
bland food some life.

We don't eat meat, but do eat 
fresh fi sh whenever we catch it. 
We learned very early on in our 
cruising life to do without milk.

Wash all fresh food, then spray 
with bleach/water mixture. 
Leave to dry before storing.

My food bible is the Cruising 
Chef's Cookbook by Michael 
Greenwald

Damage report
Sustained crossing to Malaysia

 Loss of Pacifi c Plus Windpilot auxiliary rudder
 Seizing of foresail furling mechanism (for second time)
 Loss of outhaul car on mainsail track
 Degeneration of electronic navigation displays units



   

‘Th e sky darkened... then the squall hit 
us from behind. But we laughed; our 

turtles were free and safe’

Clockwise from top:  
Sailing towards 
Royal Langkawi 
Yacht Club after 
many days at sea; 
the Sea Eagle of 
Kuah, Langkawi; 
Lagenda Langkawi 
Dalam Taman Park, 
Kuah; Pantai 
Cenang beach
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“Well, what do you want to do?” I 

said, off ering little encouragement; it 

was his call.

“I'll never forgive myself if we leave 

without trying to help,” he said. 

I knew he was right. So I crawled 

back to the cockpit to take the wheel. 

He would have to do the heavy work 

because of his greater strength. 

Putting our man overboard 

manoeuvre into practice, I placed 

Esper downwind of the turtle, and let 

it drift  onto our starboard quarter. 

Jamie snagged the fl oating mess with 

the boathook.

“It's two turtles,” he said.

I joined him at the guardrail and 

saw fi ngernail-sized crabs climbing 

over the turtles, sharpening their 

claws in anticipation of the feast to 

follow. Shadowy fi ns circled beneath. 

Jamie couldn't hold the tangle, so I 

grabbed a halyard and attached it to 

the netting. But closing the shackle 

was impossible and the line fl ew 

away from the boat. Sobbing, I 

hooked my gloved hands through the 

net while Jamie tried to catch the 

halyard on its way back.

Th en a miracle happened: furious 

at the fate which awaited these 

innocent animals, I lift ed the whole, 

heavy heap clear of the waves. Jamie 

sprang to my side, and together we 

hauled the stinking net, fl oats, 

bottles and fl ailing turtles into the 

cockpit. A hundred crabs 

abandoned their home, fl attening 

themselves under our deck fi ttings. 

Th e turtles were upside down, 

making the job of cutting them free 

easier. Th eir shells were glossy, 

smooth and serrated, underneath 

they were creamy. 

Working fast, we released fl ippers 

and necks, making eye contact with 

the stoical creatures. Aft erwards we 

wondered what they were thinking. 

As the sky darkened, and the fi rst 

rain pellets pummelled the deck, we 

slipped them back into the sea. Th en 

the squall hit us from behind. But 

we laughed; our turtles were free 

and safe.

Hand-steering on two hour 

watches in increasingly rolly seas for 

1,300 miles was hard work, but the 

joy of that turtle rescue fortifi ed us 

for the last fi ve days of our voyage. 

Physically, emotionally and mentally 

exhausted, we arrived at the serene 

Royal Langkawi Yacht Club at 

16.00hrs. And there, with beers and 

hugs, were some of the old sailing 

friends we have made over the last 

seven years of cruising.

One of many 
natural harbours 
around Langkawi

GET IN TOUCH Would 
you have stopped for 
the turtles?
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some fi shing. Or rather, playing 

around with new lures. It was only 

when we sailed through a school of 

metre-long tuna jumping clear of the 

waves and over my line, that I 

realised I needed to re-think my 

fi shing strategy. 

One small trevally impaled itself on 

my hook, and provided Millie with 

lunch, but the only other thing I 

caught was a juvenile Masked Booby. 

Despite our whistles and shouts, it 

dived onto the lure as I reeled in the 

line. Jamie pulled it on board and the 

bird spewed out plenty of water. He set 

it on our upturned solar panel, where 

it stayed with us for half an hour 

before slipping back into the water.

Th ings were not all plain sailing. On 

day four we lost our auxiliary rudder, 

putting the self-steering out of action. 

It sheared off  in the night, probably 

having hit something fl oating under 

the water. We resigned ourselves to 

hand-steering and two-hour watches 

for the next nine days. 

Some days the squalls came, but 

we were used to them by now, and at 

times enjoyed the extra speed they 

gave us. Th ere were also other 

equipment failures: the furling 

mechanism in the foresail jammed, 

so we lost the use of our yankee; the 

outhaul car on the mainsail track 

broke, spilling its ball-bearings into 

the sea. Luckily Esper has plenty of 

other sail options.

Turtle rescue
On day eight we experienced one of 

our most cherished moments aboard 

Esper. We were drift ing in 20 knots of 

wind, while I fi nished lashing our 

yankee to the guardrail and Jamie 

returned to the wheel. A squall was 

creeping up on us from behind. 

Before I had fi nished, he put the 

engine in gear, and a wave gushed 

over me. I was not happy.

“Why did you do that?”

“Th ere's a turtle in distress,” Jamie 

replied. He was pointing at a ridge of 

water close by.

I scanned the hills and valleys in 

front of me, and saw nothing but a 

bunch of netting and plastic bottles. 

“It's nothing, just some fl oating junk.”

As I spoke, a fl ipper waved out of 

the water. I felt sick. I was tired and 

really didn't want to think about 

distressed turtles.
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A 
pleasure of the cruising 

liveaboard’s lot is being 

able to linger in 

attractive places as and 

when one encounters 

them. For us the 

Guadiana River was just such a place.

We had enjoyed predominantly dry, 

warm, sunny and calm weather 

throughout the winter in Lagos, 

Portugal, but when we left our winter 

berth, the weather turned quite windy. 

This made our first anchorages at 

Portimão and Culatra somewhat 

uncomfortable, so we headed for the 

sanctuary of Ayamonte marina at the 

mouth of the Rio Guadiana, the 

border between Spain and Portugal.

Having not been able to make 

contact with the marina by radio or 

phone we headed for the first available 

berth on the outer pontoon, the strong 

wind very helpfully blowing us 

sideways onto it. The town was 

charming with a useful chandlery and 

a small but fantastic market, where we 

bought the most delicious and freshest 

clams we’d had yet.

There was a fresh headwind as we 

motored upriver, passing tentatively 

under the bridge – our calculations 

showed we should have clearance, but 

it’s always a tense time! We enjoyed the 

vistas and spotted spoonbills, herons 

and egrets, but kept a careful eye on 

the depth sounder. We anchored 

mid-river between the towns of 

Alcoutim on the Portuguese side and 

Sanlucar on the Spanish. 

Although we like being at anchor, 

the next day we moved to the one 

remaining space on the pontoon at 

Sanlucar, to gain some relief from the 

stream of bamboo and other flotsam 

passing up and down the middle of 

the river with the significant tide. We 

found a mini-liveaboard community 

at Sanlucar, with a number of people 

having over-wintered either on the 

pontoon or at anchor, and a friendly 

bunch they were too. 

After a few days, we motored 

further upriver to anchor just above 

Rio Vascão, aka Turtle Creek. Another 

night of disturbed sleep followed as 

more vegetation collected on the 

anchor chain, which we had to clear a 

couple of times during the night. The 

wind was still blowing the next day, 

but at slack water we rowed the dinghy 

to Turtle Creek, spotting our first 

turtles within minutes. 

We pottered around, enjoying the 

serenity of the creek, catching glimpses 

of colourful bee-eaters, golden orioles 

and many more turtles. When we 

returned the next day with a camera, 

we were richly rewarded by seeing 

dozens of turtles basking on the mud 

at low water. Rowing stealthily rather 

than using the outboard, we could get 

Andy MacKellar & Ann 
Rowe discovered a little-
known wildlife haven off 

one of the largest rivers in 
the Iberian Peninsula

Rio Guadiana 
 SECRET PLACES

Pipit’s Nestaway pram 
dinghy came into its own 
for exploring upriver
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Secret places

remarkably close to them before they 

slipped back into the water. All this in 

silence save the sublime soundtrack of 

a nearby woodpecker.

Returning to Pipit, we headed 

upriver to Pomarão and, after a tricky 

bit of pilotage round submerged rocks 

(and trucks, allegedly, after a severe 

flood some years ago), we anchored 

above the village in a very peaceful 

spot, albeit with a persistent gusty 

wind. The next morning, no wind, 

clear skies and a beautifully tranquil 

river - is what we had in mind! We did 

not get it, so what else to do but sit in 

the cockpit and mend the vacuum 

– the glamorous liveaboard lifestyle!

We spent a week at anchor in this 

most idyllic of locations, the only 

passers-by being friendly local 

fishermen. We pottered in the dinghy, 

and We are so glad we took the time to 

explore the Guadiana. We were blessed 

with lots of wildlife, if not perhaps the 

weather we hoped for, in what is a 

truly tranquil ‘secret place’. 

Tell us about your own secret place, or share your thoughts river cruising or on any sailing issue 

www.facebook.com/SailingToday www.twitter.com/SailingTodayMag editor@sailingtoday.co.uk

Sanlucar marina
After going alongside in Sanlucar, 
we went on a hunt and eventually 
found someone to pay for the 
berth. This involved filling in a form 
at the tourist office, taking the boat 
documents and passports to the 
town hall to be photocopied (36 
cents) and returning to the tourist 
office to pay €7 (c£5.90) per night, 
including power, water and 
showers. The latter were 
interesting as we had to stand on a 
foot switch which liberated no 
more than a dribble of water. It was 
a hot dribble though! We stayed for 
three nights, but subsequently 
showered aboard.

Alcoutim
From atop the ramparts of 
Alcoutim Castle, jutting out of the 
hillside just above the town there 
are panoramic views of the river 
and across to the Spanish Castle of 
San Marcos at Sanlucar.  A short 
walk from the Castle brings you to 
Praia Fluvial – a Blue Flag beach 
(complete with imported sand) in 
Ribeira de Cadavais, a rivulet 
immediately north of the town.  
Walk a little further on a Saturday 
morning and you’ll come to a small 
fresh produce market, together 
with meat and fish vans.

Pilotage
Navigation requires care up the Rio 
Guadiana and we found The 
Guadiana Pilot by José Gomez a 
great help. It includes a chart CD.  
www.upriverpilot.com/id181.htm

Follow Andy and Ann, 
www.yachtpipit.com

TURTLE CREEK:  37º 31’ .38N,  007º 30’ .46W
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I
t might well be surprising to the 

fi rst-time visitor to fi nd quite such 

a large marina nestled away in 

quiet countryside near the ancient 

town of Chichester. In fact, upon 

arrival the feeling of the marina is 

more akin to something much 

smaller, with the basin surrounded 

by trees and a pervading sense of 

calm and tranquillity.

It does not take much of a stroll 

around the edge of the marina to 

realise the place is simply huge. Th e 

900 plus-berth Premier Marina 

Local berth holder
Mike and Elaine Pritcher

“We fi rst took up a mooring 
here about seven or eight 
years ago,” says Elaine. “One 

of the great things, and 
something that keeps us in the 
marina, is the value for money 
you get here. It is a lovely 
marina and when you look 
around, nothing really comes 
close on price in this area. 

“Cruising-wise there is 
plenty to see and do. Although 
we haven’t been out on many 

day cruises recently, East Head 
is a very popular spot to 
anchor and relax. West 
Wittering beach is also popular 
but it can be busy.

“East Head is the more 
welcoming to us because it is 
wild. There is also a berth-
holders’ association that has 
regular meet-ups.”

occupies a large stretch of land 

surrounded by protected countryside 

– it seems unlikely that you would get 

permission today to build something 

so big in an area of outstanding 

natural beauty such as this. 

A recent redevelopment at the far 

end of the marina has smartened 

things up considerably of late and 

there is defi nitely a cleaner, less 

rugged feel these days. However, the 

general perception remains more 

rural east coast estuary berthing than 

posh southern mega-marina.

Main: Tranquility is 
the name of the 
game in this 
well-sheltered, 
large marina 
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Toby Heppell explores the vast but 
peaceful Chichester marina

CHICHESTER 
MARINA

GULL’S EYE

There are two restaurants-
cum-bars-cum-coff ee shops, on 
site. We tried the newly-opened 

Boat House Café who produced a 
decent enough coff ee and an 
excellent fi sh fi nger sandwich 
(clearly the fi sh fi ngers were 

made on site and the company 
professes to source all its food 

locally). This is so new that many 
of the residents have yet to try it, 

but with local Iron Horse ale on 
tap, the signs are very positive.

Walking is an important part of 
the Chichester experience with 
many we spoke to choosing the 

spot as much for the easy access 
to long country walks as for the 

cruising nearby. This underscores 
one of the major issues at 

Chichester: though the site itself 
contains most things the visiting 
yachtsman might need, you are a 
long walk from Chichester itself 

(roughly 3½ miles) and the 
surrounding areas are largely 

residential, so choices are limited 
without a cab, or bike, ride.
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Making an entrance 
The mouth of the harbour is a 
good 45-minute sail away. Careful 
attention should be paid to Chichester 
Bar, which can kick up huge waves

CHICHESTER MARINA
50° 48’ ·19N, 000° 49’ ·33W

GULL’S EYE

NEW! SCAN HERE OR SEE OUR 
WEBSITE FOR A VIDEO GUIDE

New buildings
Since we visited, Premier 
has fi nished extensive 
redevelopment at the lock-
end of the marina, including 
a new cafe/restaurant
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FACTFILE
CHICHESTER MARINA 

Contact: +44 (0)1243 512731 
www.premiermarinas.com

Berths: 900+

Facilities: Wi-Fi, electric and fuel, 
60-tonne hoist, 24/7 opening 
and security, 4x toilet/shower 
blocks and laundrette, restaurants 

Tides: Dover +0027

VHF: Channel 80

Costs: £2.85 per metre 
(overnight)

Out for a stroll
Despite being furthest from the 
marina offi  ce and lock. Berths 
in this area of the marina are 
popular for the immediate 
access to country walks

Wait for entry
Due to the area’s popularity, 
particularly in the height of 
summer, queuing for the lock 
is not unusual. For those on the 
way out, staff  can call you from 
your berth when it is your turn 
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Passage planning
CHICHESTER MARINA: 50° 48’ ·19N, 000°49’ ·33W

to exercise caution and cross the Bar 

between three hours before and one 

hour after high water springs. 

Chichester Marina is located in the 

eastern-most tributary of Chichester 

Harbour. Once beyond the Bar, make 

in a north-northeasterly direction, 

towards East Head. Buoyage is 

plentiful and very clear within the 

confines of these channels, so 

navigation is fairly straightforward, 

though sailing up them is particularly 

tricky in anything approaching 

upwind as they shelve rapidly and 

there are many small craft moorings.

Once past East Head, proceed up 

the Chichester Channel past 

Itchenor, following the waterway 

round the bend to port. A little 

further along and you should be able 

to see the marina off to port. The 

channel to Chichester Marina (12m 

wide and minimum depth varying 

from 0.3m MLWS to 1.7m MLWN) is 

marked by the Chichester Marina 

starboard pile. There are five 

starboard markers, each with a green 

top mark in the approach channel. 

Due to its location quite far inland, 

Chichester is a locked marina and, 

though the lock keepers will easily be 

able to spot you as you approach (the 

loch is manned 24/7), it is advisable 

C
hichester Harbour is 

technically a ria, or 

flooded river valley, 

and all the fine cruising 

up little nooks and 

crannies associated 

with it provide challenging 

navigation for the yachtsman. 

The first hurdle is the Chichester 

Bar at the entrance. This should 

cause few navigational problems, 

being dredged to approximately 1.5m 

below chart datum giving a depth of 

2m at low water springs. However, 

the bottom can vary by well over half 

a metre and with an ebb tide and 

strong southerly winds, it is advisable 

‘The true appeal...is the 
day cruising…within 
Chichester Harbour’
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to call them up on the way in on 

VHF channel 80. Usual locking 

regulations apply here, with a traffi  c 

light system of green for ‘proceed 

into the lock’ and red for ‘don’t enter’. 

Th ere is a waiting pontoon directly 

outside the lock if the lights are red. 

During the summer there can be 

something of a queue at the lock 

gates, however, the depth is such that 

for four hours (HW+/- 2hrs) on 

springs, the marina operates a ‘free 

fl ow’ system where the gates are left  

permanently open; this is indicated 

by a slowly fl ashing amber light on 

the traffi  c light system. 

Once inside the lock, a member of 

the marina team will pass you lines 

to tie-up with and give you your 

berth assignment and visitor 

information – there are no dedicated 

visitor berths.

CRUISING 
GROUNDS

Although many of those we 
spoke to insisted there were 
cruisers based in Chichester 
that made regular long 
passages, it does not seem the 
perfect location for this. From 
the marina to the mouth of 
Chichester Harbour would be a 
sail in the region of 45 minutes. 
marina manager Graham 
Bristowe points out that many 
cruisers use this time to get 
themselves ready for a long 
cruise, but then admits many 
berthholders also take make use 
of Premier’s Advantage scheme 
and take a night at Gosport for 
free before travelling further. 

The true appeal of this marina 
is the day cruising off ered within 
the confi nes of the harbour and 
some of the cruising off ered 
nearby. East Head comes up 
time and again as a good daysail 
as does the ever-popular West 
Wittering. Although there is a 
great expanse of water in 
Chichester Harbour it is worth 
noting that the area can get very 
busy at weekends and during 
sunny days in the summer. 
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BERTHING CHARGES 

Duration Price

Day (summer) £2.85/m 

Month (summer)  (10m) £526.45  

Day (winter) £0.68/m

Annual from £2,449
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BURRA SAHIB
APPENDICITIS STOPPED ANDREW HALCROW’S FIRST CIRCUMNAVIGATION; NOW 

HE’S TRYING AGAIN IN HIS 31FT STEEL-HULLED YACHT. SUE JACKSON MET HIM

I
f I don’t do this trip now, I’m never going to do it,” 

Andrew Halcrow says. “I dinna want tae be sitting in 

an old folks home, 90 years old and thinking I really 

should have done it.”

Through Facebook, I discovered that 54-year-old 

Andrew, a yachtsman from Burra, Shetland, had 

arrived in Falmouth to prepare for his second attempt at 

a solo non-stop circumnavigation of the globe under sail 

only. I was the only person to wave him off as he slipped 

from Falmouth harbour on 11 November 2013.

Andrew’s first attempt was in 2006 when he set forth in 

his 31ft (9.4m) steel yacht, Elsi Arrub (“Burra Isle” 

backwards), which he built 26 years ago. All went well 

until, 300 miles southwest of Australia, his appendix burst. 

Andrew phoned his wife, Alyson, on the satellite phone, 

and she alerted Shetland Coastguard who then contacted 

Falmouth Coastguard. Andrew had to abandon Elsi in the 

Southern Ocean while he was taken on board a bulk 

carrier to hospital for an 

operation that saved his life.

Months later, back home 

in Shetland, Andrew had a 

most welcome phone call. 

“Elsi was spotted by the 

Australian Coastguard who 

rang me at 7am one morning to say she was safe,” he 

says. After she’d been identified by Andrew, a fishing 

boat was arranged to fetch her, then Andrew flew out 

with his son to arrange for her to be shipped home. So 

Elsi arrived back in Shetland in May 2007. 

“I didn’t plan to do it again,” Andrew says. “But Elsi 

became a bit neglected and I knew I had to do 

something to keep her going. So last summer I shot-

blasted the deck and painted her up and she looked 

really good when I’d finished. It was as if she was all 

dressed up with nowhere to go. So Alyson said why don’t 

you have another go?”  

Deciding whether to go was the difficult part. Once he’d 

committed himself, Andrew decided to leave Shetland at 

the end of September and head for Falmouth. “It was 

easier to leave from Falmouth as it’s the best route to cut 

out a month of bad weather,” Andrew explains. “Also, it’s a 

great place to leave from as it has a great seafaring 

heritage. It’s a great place to return to, as well.”

From Falmouth, Andrew aims to head for South 

America, then round Cape Horn and across the Pacific. 

He plans to sail through the Torres Strait, cross the 

Indian Ocean, pass the Cape of Good Hope and sail back 

into the Atlantic. 

Andrew’s father was a keen sailor and encouraged his 

son’s interest in boats from early on. By the age of 18, 

Andrew was keen to build a boat. “I’d always wanted to 

travel, so sailing and travel seemed a good idea,” he 

explains. As a blacksmith he was used to working with 

steel, so he built a 31ft steel boat. 

“I started the Elsi Arrub in 1985 and launched her in 

1987. Then in 1988 I set off with my brother on a 

circumnavigation for five years.” But the five years sailing 

only underlined Andrew’s real ambition. “I had a 

hankering to do a singlehanded non-stop 

circumnavigation, so in 2006 I set off.” 

Bearing in mind that this boat has no engine, Andrew 

is relying purely on his considerable experience to get 

him out of trouble. And as his first voyage was cut short, 

this trip is all the more special.  

“I’ve been wanting to do it for 30 years,” Andrew says. 

“But this trip wouldn’t be happening if it weren’t for Alyson, 

and I cannot thank her 

enough for that.” His faith in 

Elsi Arrub is also touching. 

“She’s been part of my life for 

26 years and I know her 

inside out. She’s a huge help 

and I have great confidence in 

her.” He smiles. “I’m looking forward to the tradewind 

sailing, which is as good as you can get. And being at sea 

for a long period of time is good. I like the solitude 

although I’m not really a solitary person. It’s the 

challenge and a big adventure.” 

Andrew has also revealed that he will use a sextant for 

navigation, with GPS for emergencies, and for navigating in 

the busy Torres Strait. His only modes of communication 

are a satellite phone and an HF radio. Being a teacher of 

astro navigation should help but it remains impressive.

The hard part for Andrew will be the time spent away 

from family and friends, particularly his wife. “Alyson and 

I spend most of our time together so it will be difficult 

being apart,” he says. “And I’m not looking forward to the 

bad weather, or tinned food for a year.” He grins. “The first 

proper meal will be wonderful!” 

Then, Andrew and Alyson hope to enjoy some 

leisurely cruising. “We’ll take off and sail somewhere,” he 

says. Somewhere warm, I ask? “Antarctica,” he says, to 

my great surprise. 

‘He will use just a sextant, 
with GPS for emergencies, or 

in the Torres Strait’
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ANDREW HALCROW’S growing number of online followers can track his 
progress via Facebook, or on Elsi Arrub’s website: www.elsiarrub.co.uk



Tony Smith ditches the outboard to 
explore the Essex coast in the wake 
of small boat legend Charles Stock

CREEK 
CRAWLER

Cruising

I
t was very dark when I let go the 

mooring line in the early hours of 

the morning. In fact, it was pitch 

black and I could not make out a 

thing. Even so, I managed to bob 

and weave around the shoals and 

through the narrow channel from 

Goldhanger Creek to the Bench 

Head buoy using my little ship’s 

hugely oversized World War Two 

landing craft  compass.

As I made way northeast, up the 

choppy waters of the Wallet, the new 

dawn broke out over the sea ahead 

in a glorious spectacle of light. In a 

physical sense I was sailing alone, 

and I just couldn’t shake off  the 

thought of giant container ships 

piling in and out of Harwich and my 

gaff er Shoal Waters somehow 

becoming stranded in the shipping 

channel with no wind.

Th at’s because I was sailing with no 

engine, when such gloomy thoughts 

can build and crowd the mind of the 

singlehander. I consoled myself with 

the knowledge that I had cut my 

teeth at engineless cruising by sailing 

the busiest shipping waterway on the 

east coast: the tidal Th ames. I had 
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‘the tide trickled away and curlews began 
working the tidelines for their supper’

Previous spread: 
Near high water in 
Paglesham Creek, 
with Wallasea 
Island to port
Clockwise from top: 
The author and 
Shoal Waters dried 
out in Transit Creek; 
eerie withies are a 
common sight in 
east coast creeks; 
old stumps in the 
mud at Johnny All 
Alone Creek; at 
Goldhanger Creek 



Johnny All Alone
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shed at Harwich Harbour, which gives 

a good bearing to aim north across 

Pennyhole Bay. By the time I was off  

Harwich, the new fl ood would lead 

me the rest of the way into the mouth 

of the River Stour. 

A ship passed, ploughing up a tidal 

wave in its wake, but Shoal Waters 

rode the choppy sea – sailing gallantly 

into Harwich Harbour on a steady 

westerly breeze. Reaching the green 

Ganges buoy, I took a turn to port and 

sailed back and forth across the mouth 

of the Stour, a broad estuary where 

much mud is revealed at half-tide. It 

divides Essex on its southern bank 

from Suff olk to the north, where trees 

come down to the sea.

I took some time to admire the 

busy goings-on across the harbour at 

Felixstowe Docks, where cranes 

clanged noisily as they moved 

hundreds of metal containers. Th en I 

went about and hove-to by the 

Ganges to wonder at this small spot 

where the training vessel of the same 

name was once moored. 

Th e 84-gun second-rater spent 

seven years here, from 1899 to 1906. 

By that time a shorebased HMS 

Ganges establishment had been built 

nearby and HMS Ganges the ship 

was towed away. For training, the 

mast of HMS Agincourt was erected 

and it was this tall mast with square 

yards that now stood erect a few 

hundred yards away on the Shotley 

shore, poking above the trees just 

beside the marina. 

Sailing on, heading west but 

keeping into shallow water on the 

north side of the River Stour, I began 

combing the contour of the shoreline. 

As I did so I pored over my 

Ordnance Survey map, which is 

always a great help for inshore 

cruising. And there it was – Johnny 

All Alone Creek. 

On the map, Johnny All Alone had 

hardly any resemblance to a creek 

with an actual channel, but the name 

was far more intriguing to me than 

other local anchorages at Mistley or 

Wrabness. Both these places have 

their own charms, of course, but I 

had already visited them. No, I had 

decided I was going to spend the 

night at Johnny All Alone Creek, so I 

sailed further northward and made a 

turn west to hug the margins of the 

CREEK CRAWLING 
EQUIPMENT
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 Sounding cane
 Binoculars
 Hand-bearing 

compass
 Oar or paddle
 Tea bags
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BLACKWATER TO THE STOUR

Five reasons to love east 
coast sailing
1. The huge number and variety creeks to explore. The 
low water muddy creeks and high water salting 
fringed creeks and a mixture of the two

2. The special blend of mud, sea and countryside that 
is in essence the beauty of an east coast creek or river

3. The solitude of a peaceful anchorage

4. The low coastline, the theatre of big skies, the 
islands, the rare saltmarshes, the history and marine 
heritage that abounds these fabled waters that 
Nelson himself once sailed in

5. The sheer majesty of the Thames Estuary 

adapted my mindset to the more 

pre-emptive way of thinking that is 

needed to meet the challenges of 

cruising in this way. 

Under sail alone
Ultimately, though, the small 

auxiliary that I had carried in my 

fi rst season with Shoal Waters had 

been left  ashore, along with the 

transom bracket, so it could no 

longer be an option if I ever found 

myself becalmed. I had decided to 

cruise the Th ames Estuary under sail 

power alone – and perhaps the odd 

push and shove, too. Cruising like 

this, achieving a fair passage while 

alone and under sail power, was 

gratifying and I thrived on the 

pureness of each mile the boat 

travelled and the closeness with 

nature I had begun to feel. 

I passed the seaside town of Clacton 

and in an hour, Walton Pier was 

abeam. I could make out the white 
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+44 2380 381 985
uk@rollytasker.com

Rolly Tasker has been making sails - 2.2 million in fact - since 1949 and is one of the world’s leading sail-lofts. The combination 

of decades of experience in offshore racing, application of state-of-the-art CAD/CAM technologies, use of high quality sail-cloths, 

from the world’s leading manufacturers and a team of highly skilled sail-makers ensures that a Rolly 

Tasker sail is individually designed and constructed to the highest level of durability and performance.
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until 1947. As has happened over 

time with other creeks, names can 

change and Johnny All Alone Creek 

was known as Erwarton Creek until 

sometime in the early 19th century 

when a fi sherman named Johnny 

Shilling lived here ‘all alone’.

It was now high water and time to 

position Shoal Waters to dry out for 

the night. Th e Stour is similar to the 

Blackwater in many ways, as half of it 

dries and there are many stumps 

lying around from old farm wharfs 

or ancient fi sh traps. I hadn’t recc’ed 

the creek beforehand for dangerous 

obstacles protruding from an 

otherwise soft  muddy seabed. Nor 

did I want to end up lying awkwardly 

over the gut of the creek. 

Th is called for a ferocious few 

minutes with the sounding cane – 

jabbing, waving, prodding and 

sweeping all around the boat until I 

was happy we were in a clear spot and 

threw the 17lb (7.7kg) fi sherman-

type anchor over the bow. I let her 

drop back a little before giving a good 

tug on the chain to set the hook. 

From the stern, I chucked in the ship’s 

small grapnel, which I carry for just 

this type of calm-water scenario. I 

could then pull her stern round a 

little to miss the gut of the creek and 

within an hour-and-a-half she 

touched bottom and settled level with 

just the right amount of fore and aft  

slope to allow sleep without a pillow.

As the tide trickled away, curlews 

moved in en masse across the 

mudfl ats and began working the 

tidelines for supper. For mine, I 

placed an unopened can of Fray 

Bentos steak and kidney pudding in 

the kettle, half-fi lled with water, and 

boiled it for three six minutes bursts, 

leaving 10 minutes between each. I 

have to use the pliers to get the can 

out again as it is scalding hot, but the 

pudding is deliciously cooked, 

especially with the added waft s of 

salt, mud and seaweed in the 

surrounding air. 

Soon aft er the canopy of darkness 

fell over us and as I slid down into 

the sleeping bag for a sound night’s 

sleep, only the haunting call of the 

curlew could be heard echoing 

around the Stour under a twinkle of 

east coast stars.SHOAL WATERS 
Miniature gaff  cutter, 1963

LOA: 16ft 6in (5m)

Draught: 12in to 4ft (30cm-1.2m)

Builder: Fairey Marine

Material: Hot-moulded agba 
veneer hull 

Suff olk shore which by now were 

covering with the new fl ood. 

On past Admiralty Pier and Bristol 

Pier, followed by Cockle Creek and 

Gibbon Creek, both silted gutways, 

and then Erwarton Bay’s salting-

fringed Waterhouse Creek. I was 

almost there – just a promontory of 

land to pass at Ness Quay, which was 

the last of the east coast quays used 

by the farm barges that traded muck 

from London. 

Sluice spotting
I pressed on with the wind still in 

my favour and passed close to a 

south cardinal. Suddenly, I could 

pick out my goal in a slight bay that 

jutted inland and where I noticed a 

sluice gate. Sluice gates can be a 

tell-tale sign of a former creek, 

where it has been cut off  by the 

building of the seawall. 

I headed toward the shore until 

there was barely 2ft  (60cm) of water 

below the boat. Th is was as far in as 

Shoal Waters could comfortably stay 

afl oat. Th ere was no channel as 

such, for it has almost completely 

eroded, but some saltmarsh still 

buff ered the western edge up to the 

seawall and a few trees and low 

scrub decorated to the east. 

Beyond the sluice, the creek 

reaches right up to Beaumont Hall. 

Victorian sailing barges once pulled 

in here owned by the Wrinch family, 

local farmers who ran their own fl eet 

of barges and used the creek right up 

Shoal Waters was built for famed small-boat sailor Charles Stock in 
1963. Under his hand, she made good over 70,000 nM from Maldon in 
Essex between Whitby, Ostend and the Solent; adventures about which 
he wrote in the modern classic Sailing Just for Fun in 1998. He received 
a lifetime achievement award from the Royal Cruising Club in 2010 
when he retired from sailing, but died two years later aged 85. In 
February 2011, the boat was bought by author Tony Smith.

Charles Stock

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Tony Smith  is author of Ready 
about on the River Blackwater and 
also writes the popular Creeksailor 
blog: creeksailor.blogspot.co.uk

Above: Charles 
Stock made a name 
for himself criusing 
and writing about 
the backwaters of 
the east coast. He 
fi nished the boat, a 
Fairey Falcon 
dinghy, himself

ESSEX GLOSSARY 
Gut – a deeper 
channel usually at the 
very middle of a creek 
where the last of the 
tide trickles away
Saltings – areas of 
marsh with wild, salt 
tolerant plants, that 
covers at high tides
Cant – the small cliff  
edge of the saltings
Rill – shallow channel 
that fi ngers a way into 
an area of saltings or 
over sloping mud 
Swatchway – narrow 
channel between two 
sand banks
Sounding cane/pole 
– 8ft bamboo bean 
stick used for 
measuring depths
Quant pole – long 
wooden Norfolk 
Broads-style pole 
used for poling along 
in the shallows

http://creeksailor.blogspot.co.uk
http://sailingtoday.co.uk
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Hanseatic 
muscle
The new 50-footer from German boatbuilder 
Hanse got a warm welcome at the Southampton 
Boat Show. Duncan Kent took her for a sail

A
lthough the Judel/

Vrolijk design team 

created her as a fast 

cruiser, at 14 tons dry 

the Hanse 505 is no 

lightweight flyer. 

Instead she relies on her powerful rig, 

long waterline and hydrodynamic hull 

lines to ensure fast passage times and 

an exciting sail.

Her deep T-keel keeps the ballast 

where it’s needed and gives her a 

decent righting moment. She also has 

a high-aspect, balanced spade rudder 

that extends almost to the keel foot.

Sporting a low-profile coachroof, 

she has decks that are almost 

completely clear of obstructions, 

allowing you to wander about barefoot 

without the risk of stubbing a toe and 

avoiding any possible line snags. There 

are also several dedicated sun-

lounging areas and a grand total of 19 

flush hatches and portlights.

Her hull is still laid up by hand to 

ensure complete evenness of the 

moulding and a balsa core above the 

waterline helps keep weight down 

and improves insulation. Bulkheads 

are bonded to the hull sides and deck 

for increased stiffness and, common 

Neat and tidy
All the sail control lines 
are led aft via channels 
under the deck, exiting 
via clutches  right 
by the helm, where 
two sizeable electric 
winches can be used to 
set and trim both sails

with the entire Hanse range, 

waterproof epoxy-based vinylester 

resins are used throughout. 

An important part of the design 

brief was to make it possible to sail 

this oceangoing cruiser single-handed 

if necessary, so all the sail control lines 

drop abruptly from the mast-step 

turning blocks into channels beneath 

the deck, re-emerging just ahead of 

substantial Lewmar 55AST primary 

winches (electric on our boat) on the 

cockpit coaming, just forward of the 

two helming positions. 

Although this does indeed allow the 

helmsman to trim both sails without 

leaving the wheel, there’s an some 

inevitable jiggerypokery with the rope 

clutches under certain circumstances 

– if the double-ended mainsheet is on 

the portside winch and you want to 

tighten the kicker, for instance. 

Our test boat had electric primaries 

and in-mast furling, which simplified 

things when it came to reefing her 

down, but initially we had trouble 

unfurling the vertically-battened sail 

due to it jamming up in the mast slot.

A second pair of 55AST winches is 

provided for the optional downwind 

sails, a couple of feet further forward 

on the coamings. Sadly, these cannot 
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Power surge
Close-hauled she powers her 
way through the chop  losing 
very little momentum

Easy sail handling?
In theory bringing every control line back to 
the primary winches by the wheel means 
she can be sail single-handedly. However,  
it often results in a lot of line juggling

Mainsheet moan
Relying on a two-part German 
mainsheet with fixed blocks means 
it’s not possible to let it down the 
track and keep the sail flat without 
seriously cranking down the vang

1

be used as a backup for the primaries 

as there’s no way of leading the lines 

from the clutches without turning 

blocks. Equally annoying is having a 

furling line jammer on deck, some 

3m away from the helm.

Otherwise, the straightforward 

cockpit layout works well and the 

table base is sturdy enough to use as 

a footrest or grab rail under way – 

whether or not you select the model 

with integral fridge! There are two 

relatively shallow seat lockers, plus a 

large lazarette and liferaft locker aft. 

Most of the deck gear, however, can 

be stowed in the cavernous sail 

locker forward, where a ladder gives 

easy access to the bottom.

As ubiquitous as twin helms on a 

modern yacht is a hinge-down 

transom platform. This one has neat, 

fold-down helm seats when upright, 

although in this position the 

platform blocks access to the port 

lazarette. To starboard is stowage for 

a liferaft, but it also has an access 

hatch to the lazarette at the bottom 

and no support chocks, so it’s really 

only suitable for a portable valise.

The standard sail wardrobe 

includes a fully-battened mainsail 

and self-tacking jib. Options include 

in-mast furling for an additional 

£2,840, whilst another £1,600 gets 

you a lazyjack system with zippable 

sail bag. You can also upgrade the 

standard Dacron cruising sails to 

Elvstrøm’s high-performance fast 

cruising laminate (FCL) versions for 

a further £7,393.

Under sail
It was a fairly typical November day 

when we sailed the H505 – a strong 

nor’easterly with frequent gusts of cold, 

heavy air keeping us on our toes. Once 

we’d managed to free the mainsail we 

set off under full sail into the Solent, 

where the true wind clear of the land 

rose to the top end of a Force 5. 

Under full canvas she was pushed 

hard, but took it in her stride and 

powered on through the light chop. 

Speeds were impressive for a cruising 

yacht, with the log showing 9.4kn on 

a close reach, increasing to 10.2kn 

with an apparent 27kn across her 

beam. In gusts close to 25kn true she 

heeled to her rail, but kept driving 

forward – only threatening to round 

up when we didn’t get to the 

mainsheet in time. Thanks to her 

very deep rudder it takes a lot to shift 

her off her course. 

Because of the gusts we rolled away 

a few feet of mainsail. While this 

brought her onto a more even keel, it 

did nothing for sail shape, despite 

applying plenty of kicker and backstay 

1
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High aspect rudder
Her very deep, high-aspect, balanced spade rudder does a 
fantastic job of keeping her on course even in the heaviest 
gusts. Despite this, the Jefa steering system continuously 
returns a good response and remains light and positive

No chines?
While many of the wide-sterned 
cruising yachts are reverting to 
the traditional hard chine design 
to increase resistance to heel, 
Hanse’s design team appears to 
have perfected the round bilge

2

surprisingly stiff for a modern yacht. 

The wizards at JV have also managed 

to impart a superb motion into this 

powerful hull, so that she has the feel 

of a much larger yacht. Rarely did the 

decks even get wet.

Her Jefa steering was slightly heavy 

in the strongest gusts, but very 

precise and gave good feedback to 

the helmsman. Off the wind, things 

calmed down a bit and we merrily 

tore off towards Lymington at 9 knots 

plus, with the wind on our quarter. 

Her deep appendages ensure she 

stays on track, but too far downwind 

and the main shelters the jib. Beyond 

155° you’re going to want to hoist a 

cruising chute or gennaker or you’ll 

be forced to gybe back and forth 

across your course.

Power up
Akin to almost every production 

boatbuilder, much of the 

instrumentation and deck equipment 

comes in upgrade packs, which can 

add considerably to the final price. 

Be realistic and don’t be fooled by the 

“sailaway” price bandied around at 

boat shows. Often you’re better off 

buying a slightly smaller, but more 

lavishly equipped yacht rather than 

going for the largest possible.

First, you’re bound to want 

instruments and an autopilot, so the 

£10k navigation pack is a must – plus 

extra, of course, should you want 

radar and/or AIS. I also couldn’t 

imagine going bluewater cruising 

without a beefed-up battery bank, 

anchor windlass and cockpit shower 

– so that’s the £5,890 cruising pack 

you’ll want as well.

The good news is that she comes 

with a good number of goodies that 

are usually found on the options list, 

including a powerful 72hp Volvo 

diesel, so no engine upgrade is 

required. She happily motor-cruises 

at 8 knots at an economical 

1,800rpm and will make over 9 

‘We pushed her pretty hard, 
expecting her to shake us off 

and round up, but she 
remained doggedly on course’

tension. A mainsheet track might have 

helped somewhat and a fully-battened 

main would have enabled us to flatten 

it out hard and leave her much more 

able to stand up to the strong gusts.

Saying that, in the conditions she 

performed admirably and was 

2
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Choice interior
Hanse probably offers more 
interior options than any other 
production yacht builder. Its 
catalgoue contains more than 
30 upholstery options and 
four different wood types for 
bulkheads, floors and cabinets

1

knots at 2,500rpm. Twin fuel tanks 

give her a decent cruising range, too. 

I might be tempted to change the 

fixed prop for a folding one for 

ocean passages.

Accommodation
As usual for a modern bluewater 

cruiser of this size, a number of 

variations in the accommodation 

layout are offered as standard. There’s 

a choice between a single owner’s suite 

or two double cabins forward, but also 

an option to include a crew cabin, 

large heads/shower or utility room/

workshop, just aft of the saloon. 

A further option, only likely to be 

used in charter situations, is for a 

deck access only crew cabin to 

replace the generous sail locker in the 

forepeak. In all layouts there is a 

separate toilet and shower forward of 

the saloon and a head/shower behind 

the chart table. 

Her saloon is spacious and, thanks 

to all the hatches and opening ports, 

2

Plenty to hold onto
Going below under way, I appreciated the shallow 
companionway steps and noticed there was 
always a good ‘grab spot’ within reach as I worked 
my way forward

2

Nav station
A proper chart table with bags of 
space for instruments and good 
stowage for pilot books and charts

1

light and airy. There is seating for six 

around the half-folding saloon table 

and a banquette provides extra seating, 

stowage, a bottle locker and ice-bin, 

and a sturdy backrest for the cook 

under way. 

The standard galley includes a 

sizeable front-opening, drawer-style 

fridge with options for freezer, 

microwave, coffee-maker and wine 

cooler. If you opt for the utility cabin, 

then choices include a larger fridge/

freezer and a dishwasher or washing 

machine. It’s all sensible bluewater 

equipment, although the latter would 

likely warrant the additional 

installation of a watermaker.

Her navigation station has a 

proper, forward-facing chart table 

with room for instruments alongside 

and good stowage. A comprehensive 

electrical breaker/switch panel with 

tank gauges and meters is supplied, 

as well as a touch-activated lighting 

panel for the interior LED lighting.

Going below under way, there was 

always a good ‘grab spot’ within reach. 

While she has a spacious interior 

there are few areas where you are 

groping for a decent handhold.

For video of this test, 
scan the QR code with 
a smartphone or see 
www.sailingtoday.co.uk
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HANSE 505 Boat test

DUNCAN’S VERDICT

Hanse’s reputation for building 
good quality cruising yachts has 
improved considerably over the 
past decade. While they have 
always been well constructed 
using the latest materials, they 
haven’t always been ‘desirable’. By 
that I mean their looks haven’t 
always had the ‘row away factor’ 
and their interiors have been 
somewhat rudimentary.

Now, the yard seems to have 
leapt ahead, building proper 
offshore yachts to a high spec.
They not only look pretty 
stunning, but are also comfortable 
to the point of luxury. Intelligent 
deck design has made the 505 
easy to handle with limited crew 
and her sailing performance is 
sparkling, without detriment to 
overall sea-kindliness and safety.

I could see myself confidently 
sailing around the world in one of 
these, without the need to spend 
a fortune on extras. 

SAILING ABILITY: 

COMFORT: 

BLUEWATER: 

PRICE FROM £278,880 (INCL CRUISING PACK)

LOA: 50ft 6in (15.4m)

LWL: 48ft 9in (14.9m) 

Beam: 15ft 7in (4.8m)

Draught: 6ft 9in (2.4m)

Displacement: 14,000kg (30,900lb) 

Ballast: 4,000kg (8,830lb) 

Sail Area: 1,275sqft (129m²)

Fuel: 280lt (60gal) in 2 tanks

Water: 650lt (143gal) in 2 tanks

Berths: 6/8/10

Engine: Volvo D2-75 diesel (53kW/72hp)

Transmission: Saildrive/3-blade fixed prop

Designer: Judel & Vrolijk 

Builder: www.hanseyachts.com

UK agent: Inspiration Marine, 023 8045 7008 
www.inspirationmarine.co.uk 

SPECIFICATION

PERFORMANCE

Weight Speed

AVS: 112.5°
Ballast ratio: 28.5%
Displ/LWL ratio: 159
Sail area/Displ ratio: 21.0

For a fuller explanation of stability, 
performance and prices see  
www.sailingtoday.co.uk

DUFOUR 500     

FROM £235,000
The latest offshore cruising yacht from the 

French builder is coming soon to the UK. The 
Dufour 500 has acres of space for long-term 

family cruising. But the deck gear has been 
designed such that a couple can handle her 

under sail, with all control lines led aft including 
the ‘German’ one-piece mainsheet system.

UK dealer: www.marcomarine.co.uk 

BENETEAU OCEANIS 48   
FROM £283,539

The largest of the latest range of Berret 
Racoupeau-designed Oceani, the new 48 

shares the twin helms, cockpit arch-mounted 
mainsheet, electric transom platform and a 
contemporary hull chine for heel control and 

stability to windward. Below, the 48 is spacious 
and light, and offers numerous cabin options.

UK dealer: www.beneteau.com

BAVARIA 51 CRUISER   
FROM £ 225,285

Bavaria’s new Cruiser 50 is the latest Farr-
designed model with sleek coachroof, 17 

recessed hatches and opening ports for extra 
light and air. As well as twin wheels, her wide 

stern has twin rudders to grip the water when 
heeled. Below, 11 upholstery styles are offered 

and she is available with 3/4/5 cabins. 
UK dealer: www.clippermarine.co.uk 

IF  TH E HANSE 505’S NOT RIGHT FOR YOU.. .

http://www.hanseyachts.com
http://www.inspirationmarine.co.uk
http://www.sailingtoday.co.uk
http://www.marcomarine.co.uk
http://www.beneteau.com
http://www.clippermarine.co.uk
http://sailingtoday.co.uk
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Wing things
The range of Parker yachts that developed out of 
Tony Castro’s lifting wing-keeled Parker 31 still tick 
a lot of boxes. Jake Frith investigates W

hether it’s the 

active owners’ 

association or 

the clever 

detailing and 

excellent build 

quality, Parker’s lift -keel yachts hold 

their value on the used market better 

than many alternatives.

Bill Parker was for many years a 

successful builder of racing dinghies 

such as the 505, with a yard in Kirton, 

Lincolnshire. He met John Baker, the 

British builder of the Lark dinghy, on a 

trade mission to the US in 1969, and 

the two men stayed in touch. When 

Baker decided to concentrate on 

building his larger Seal range of 

lift -keelers in 1980, he spoke to Parker, 

who bought the rights to the Lark. 

Just a year later though, Baker 

decided to retire fully and sold the 

LOA: 33ft 6in (10.2m)

LWL: 28ft 8in (8.7m)

Beam: 10ft 6in (3.2m)

Draught up/down: 
2ft 1in (64cm) – 6ft 2in (1.9m)

Displacement: 3,538kg (7,800lb)

Windward sail area 550sqft (51.1m²)

Ballast: 1,202kg (2,650lb)

Built: 1994-2000

THE SPEC (PARKER 325) 

The 325 was the 
middle boat in 
Parker’s 
succession of 
10m-long lifting 
wing-keelers

325

325

LE
A

D
 P

H
O

TO
: R

IC
K

 B
U

ET
TN

ER

http://sailingtoday.co.uk


Parker 325

FEBRUARY 2014   sailingtoday.co.uk   55

“Wing keels were very much 
back in demand following the 
Australian America’s Cup win 
in 1983. Australia II’s wing 
keel was the centre of much 
intrigue, controversy and press 
coverage, so this technology 
was rapidly elevated to 
‘secret weapon’ status. 

As well as the Parker 31, I 
also designed the wing-
keeled MG Spring and Sadler 
Barracuda at around the 
same time. It is a common 
misconception that all a wing 
keel does is combat leeway 
when the boat is heeled. 
While this is true, the really 
interesting process at work is 
that the keel’s centre of 
lateral resistance moves aft 
as the boat heels. This 
reduces the usual weather 
helm problems, so a 
well-designed wing keel boat 

will be sweeter balanced and 
faster, especially in a blow. 

Wing keels are every bit as 
valid today as they were back 
in the 80s. I recall that some 
potential buyers had the fear 
that on grounding you can’t 
heel the boat to get her off , 
but this issue was of course 
elegantly negated by the 
Parkers’ lifting wing keels.” 

Tony still designs boats out 
of his Hamble offi  ce. Most 
are now in the superyacht 
sector, but many still feature 
wing keels.

remaining rights and moulds to 

Parker. As well as the fl agship 

cruiser-racer, the Super Seal 26, these 

assets included an interesting new 

lift -keel racer-cruiser called the 

Passage Maker 30, which Baker had 

commissioned Tony Castro to design.

Start of a passagemaker 
He had intended the boat to challenge 

for races such as the Th ree Peaks, 

where shallow draught has to be 

combined with performance. In 1983 

the Passage Maker Whisperer proved 

her mettle in a deep-water race too, 

with a class win in the AZAB Race. 

Bill Parker did not get round to the 

Passage Maker for some years, 

concentrating instead on building 

and developing the Super Seal and 

Parker 21. He understood that 

successful boatbuilding started with 

the owners, attending many Parker 

Seal Sailing Association meetings 

and making the tweaks that the 

membership was pushing for. He 

even continued to honour John 

Baker’s original Seal name and sail 

insignia for some of his early boats.

In 1987, Parker and Tony Castro 

developed the Passage Maker into a 

production cruiser – the Parker 31. 

Th e boat’s trademark, kept on through 

its development into the 325 and 335, 

was the lift ing wing keel. Th e ton of 

lead ballast is provided solely in the 

wing, which on the 31 lowers to create 

a substantial draught of 6ft  (1.8m). 

When fully raised the wing butts up 

snugly to two hydrodynamically-

shaped stubs on the hull to enable safe 

and steady drying out. 

Where the 31 scored above the 

previous Parker and Baker Seal 

The designer
Tony Castro

‘it was very well received, 
being awarded Yacht of the 

Year in 1995’
yachts in the luxury stakes was that 

the adjustment of the keel was a case 

of simply pushing a button on the 

helm pedestal.

Stretching the range
In 1993 Bill Parker launched the 325 

as his new fl agship boat, a pumped 

and stretched version of the 31, 6in 

(15cm) wider and 1ft  (30cm) longer 

than the outgoing boat. Th is also 

allowed interior enhancements and it 

was very well received, being 

awarded Yacht of the Year in 1995.

Parker later facelift ed the 325 to 

create the 335 with further interior 

enhancements, although there was 

no change of the hull this time; the 

335 moniker simply more accurately 

refl ecting the boat’s length.

Our fi rst sight of Lucky Devil, Mike 

Lockwood’s 1997 Parker 325, exuded 

the right boat for the right location. 

Lucky Devil lives on the upper 

Beaulieu River, a couple of hundred 

yards downstream of the postcard 

village of Bucklers Hard. Mike needs 

a boat that can get him over the bar 

at the river mouth at any state of tide, 

but once out into the western Solent, 

sailing performance becomes his 

main consideration. A fi xed fi n keel 

30-footer would dry out on Mike’s 

mooring at low water springs. 

Below left: Centre 
stage in the saloon 
is this beautifully 
veneered table 

Below right: Clever 
Parker touches 
abound, such as 
this bright main 
hatch skylight

http://sailingtoday.co.uk
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With keel fully down, in just four 

knots of breeze, we quickly saw one of 

the compromises of a high-aspect 

winged keel; until she’s got two or 

three knots of boatspeed, leeway is 

akin to that of a Colvic Watson towing 

a sheep. She needs heel in these very 

light airs, so crew weight to leeward 

dramatically improves things. 

Chatting to Tony Castro, it’s clear 

that this is a characteristic of wing 

keels. Until you are using the wing, 

for which she needs heel, it is simply 

extra drag. Once the boat heels, even 

slightly, the keel’s angle of attack 

means the wing begins to bite 

properly. Th e beauty of this in very 

strong winds is that the further the 

boat heels and the more leeway it 

tries to generate, the more resistance 

to this leeway the wing generates. 

Once we had a fi ve or six knot 

The surveyor

The broker

Nick Vass
Omega Yacht Services

Ross Farncombe, Sunbird Yachts

I have found that the aluminium 
rudder stock has badly corroded 
on several 31s I have surveyed.  
The bottom of the stocks were 
antifouled as they are partially 
submerged.  Galvanic action 
brought on by the use of 
copper-rich antifouling paint 
would be the culprit. I have also 
found that the  rudder blades 
were covered in blisters, so I 
would recommend that the 
transom-hung rudders are 
removed for winter storage. 

The lifting keels suff er far fewer 
problems than swinging keels.  
The system is a lot simpler and 
much less likely to jam. However, 
issues with the hydro-electric 
lifting pennant system can occur 
on poorly-maintained boats.

The cored deck moulding can 
suff er from water ingress 
causing cracking and bulging.

  omega-yachtservices.co.uk

On the market at present are 
two 31s priced at £37,000 and 
£44,000, and that is about it 
– unless you are prepared to  
travel to Greece for a 1989 boat 
at £33,000. Last year, one 1995 
325 was marketed at £58,000 
and sold very quickly for 
£52,500, indicating that good 
examples won’t hang around for 
very long.

The Parker and Seal Sailing 
Association has an excellent 
website and I would certainly 
begin any search on the for sale/
wanted section there.

I would also consider contacting 
the owners’ association if you do 
fi nd one on the market to see if 
they have knowledge of any 
previous history of the boat. 

  sunbirdyachts.eu

Mike Lockwood bought Lucky Devil in 2005 following his 
retirement after 30 years as a GP in Andover. While he 
had started sailing in childhood and kept it up through 
teenage holidays, Lucky Devil was his fi rst yacht: “We 
knew from the start that creek crawling was our thing 
and we wanted a decent sized lift-keeler that would be 
comfortable for long stays aboard. That cut the available 
options right down straight away. We were put off  the 
Feeling range following a chat with a marine surveyor. 
We also looked at a fi rst generation Southerly, but only 
the Parker promised the performance we were after.”

The owner

zephyr over her decks further 

downriver, and a bit of crew weight 

got us 5° or 10° of heel on, she 

suddenly and impressively locked 

into her groove, seemingly with all 

leeway switched off .

Bill Parker swore by cord-carpeted 

fore and aft  cabins, but I suspect many 

subsequent owners of his boats have 

come to swear at him for them. Carpet 

is fi ne if it can be kept bone dry, but a 

few months on a swinging mooring is 

usually enough to let the black mould 

and dreaded droop take hold. 

Th e interior of Lucky Devil is 

nevertheless holding up well, with 

the focal point of the saloon – the 

exquisitely veneered table - still 

catching the eye. Th ere are a pair of 

useful seagoing berths with lee cloths 

in the saloon, and the athwartships 

aft  double is surprisingly large. 

She suff ered a little 
from the drag of her 
wing keel in very light 
wind conditions

OWNERS ASSOC.
The Parker and Seal 
Sailing Association is 
an active group, 
providing the usual 
technical back up and 
cruises in company, 
including an unoffi  cial 
Round the Island 
Race. The association 
maintained close ties 
with John Baker on 
the Seals, then Bill 
and Bruce Parker on 
the later boats.
parkerseal.org.uk

Mike Lockwood , Parker 325 Lucky Devil 

http://sailingtoday.co.uk
http://sunbirdyachts.eu
http://parkerseal.org.uk
http://omega-yachtservices.co.uk


KEEP SAILING
NOT PAINTING!

TIGER XTRA

Self polishing, erodible antifouling. Suitable for all power  
and sailing boats and just 1 coat can last the season.

Use antifouling products safely. Always read the label and product information before use.

www.hempel.co.uk

EXCELLENT AND 
CONSISTENT LONG 

TERM PERFORMANCE 
UNDER ALL 
CONDITIONS

http://www.hempel.co.uk
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SPOTLIGHTS
DUNCAN KENT PUTS SOME WELL KNOWN 
BATTERY-POWERED SPOTLIGHTS TO THE 
TEST TO SEE WHICH PERFORM THE BEST 

On test

Light output 
In the past, the majority of spotlight manufacturers 
have measured the illumination strength of their 
products in terms of candlepower units, or candela 
(Cd). This is fi ne when comparing like with like, but 
it can be somewhat misleading when compared 
with the more modern term, the lumen.

That’s because candlepower is calculated by 
focusing the beam down a narrow cone and 
measuring the luminosity of the very bright spot 
at the end, where all the light is concentrated. In 
reality, this is unlikely to be desirable as users will 
want a reasonable ‘circle’ of light in which to see 
the target. 

So, if you expand out that circle to a more 
practical scale – 5m diameter over a 100m range, 
say – then the fi gure measured anywhere within 
that circle would be very diff erent to that found in 
the concentrated spot of just 5cm diameter.

A better measure of actual luminosity is the 
lumen, which refers more accurately to the total 
light output by the device. The end result then 
depends on the beam focus – narrow for 
spotting, wider for search or very wide for fl ood.

E
ven if you don’t plan to 

sail at night, a powerful 

torch or spotlight is a 

vital piece of onboard 

safety equipment that no 

boat should be without. 

A few decades ago, Halogen-fi lled 

tungsten-fi lament bulbs were all the 

rage for high-power lights and little 

else was found to be better until 

Krypton and Xenon bulbs took over 

in the last fi ve years or so.

Now the move is inexorably 

towards solid-state LEDs, which, 

though they have been around for 

many years, have recently improved 

no end with the introduction of very 

high-power devices such as the 

renowned Cree LED.

Th e main advantages of the LED 

over a fi lament bulb is that it can last 

almost a hundred times longer, is 

virtually shockproof, consumes 

around a tenth of the energy and 

generally runs cooler than an 

incandescent bulb such as Halogen 

or Xenon.

Colour matters
In order to produce white light, LEDs 

that emit a narrow spectrum of 

near-ultraviolet blue light are used. An 

upper layer of phosphors on the LED  

absorb the blue light and re-emit white 

light – in a similar way to fl uorescent 

light tubes produce white light.

Due to the fact that LEDs produce 

almost no infrared illumination at 

all, LED torches cannot be used in 

conjunction with night vision 

binoculars or image intensifi ers.

Some form of power regulation 

circuitry is also required when using 

LEDs, however, as voltage stability is 

important to their performance and 

this duly increases the build costs.

Lumens or candlepower?

We tested the lights 
by spotting marks 
and moored yachts  
within a very dark 
Chichester Harbour

http://parkerseal.org.uk
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Pro Series 220R £37 
This tough plastic, water-
resistant LED spotlight is quite 
compact with a comfy handle 
and a carrying strap. It also has 
an adjustable base with 
rubberised feet.

Only a 220V charger is 
supplied, but a universal 
12V-6V DC converter can be 
bought online for under £10. 
The battery is a commonly-
found 6V sealed lead-acid cell.

An almost identical non-
rechargeable model is available 
– the AP220 (£20). 

 Verdict: 6/10 
Boasting a dual-beam output 
it produces a clear flood area 
together with a very powerful 
and very white spot beam. The 
latter is quite narrow, though.  

 www.axminster.co.uk

B&Q Halogen  £20 
This spotlight has an identical 
case, battery and charger to 
the AP220R, but is supplied 
fitted with a 10W G4 push-in 
halogen bulb instead of an LED 
and is fractionally lighter. 

 Verdict: 4/10 
Not a patch on the LED model, 
but nevertheless a reasonable 
value long-distance torch.

 www.diy.com

We compared...

Coast HP314   £175 
This is another heavy-duty 
aluminium spotlight/torch, but 
this time powered by four 
D-type dry cells rather than 
rechargeable batteries. Also 
comes with a shoulder strap.

Although it has the looks of 
a torch (albeit 44cm long), its 
instant spot-to-flood 
adjustment and magnified 
glass lens means it serves 
both purposes at the flick of a 
wrist. Being long and thin it is 
also relatively easy to stow or 
clip to a bulkhead ready for 
instant use.

The HP314 has a quick-cycle 
switch allowing you to change 
between Hi/Lo/Strobe modes 
easily and logically, without the 
need to remember a complex 
sequence of button pushes.

 Verdict: 9/10 
Produces a very bright light and 
is quick and easy to switch from 
flood to spot. In spot mode it 
produces a very focussed, 
narrow beam that remains 
bright even at maximum range.

 bbb-leisureproducts.co.uk

B&Q Diall  £16 
A more traditional handheld 
spotlight with a 6V sealed 
lead-acid battery and a quartz 
halogen bulb. The unit is made 
from hard plastic and has an 
adjustable base and handle. 

It comes with both AC and 
DC charge leads (although the 
latter is only for emergencies 
and for less than two hours) 
and a simple carry strap.

B&Q also supplies a smaller 
1m Cd version and a big 3.5m 

Cd unit, but the latter is very 
bulky and heavy.

 Verdict: 5/10 
A little bulky. The beam is fairly 
wide and diffused, which makes 
it easy to search a wide area of 
water, but doesn’t make it easy 
to spot a small object at a long 
distance. It also doesn’t last 
that long on a charge.

 www.diy.com

TOP FOR 
VALUE
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On test

Clulite Club-1   £62.40 
A pistol-grip style spotlight that 
is easy in the hand and has a 
tough casing. The lens protector 
is rubberised, enabling it to be 
stood on end, and it comes with 
a short lanyard on the handle.

You can choose between full 
beam, low and flashing, before 
pressing the trigger via a simple 
three-way switch on the side. 
The NiMH rechargeable battery 
pack is held in a sealed 
compartment at the back, so is 

easy to replace quickly or to 
keep a fully-charged spare in 
reserve (£21.60). Charges on 
12V DC or 220V mains. 

 Verdict: 7/10 
An excellent spotter that emits 
a very strong white light in a 
fairly narrow beam. Inexpensive, 
considering its performance 
and its charge duration is good.

 www.cluson.co.uk

Kingslite   £20 
A pretty basic plastic spotlight 
from chandler Force 4, with 
rechargeable battery pack (not 
sealed lead-acid as stated on 
the packaging) and high-
power (not Cree) LED. 

It has an adjustable handle 
and base, but no rubber feet.
It comes with both AC and DC 
(cigar lead) chargers and a 

charge LED indicator within the 
screw-down socket cap.

 Verdict: 5/10 
Rather more flood than spot as 
the beam widens very quickly 
from 50m onwards. The LED is 
a little yellowy too.

 www.force4.co.uk

Nightsearcher SL850    £64  
Quite a beefy LED spotlight 
made from hard plastic with an 
adjustable handle and base. It 
features a traditional SLA 
battery and comes with both 
AC and DC chargers, which 
plug into a sealed socket on 
the side, beside which is a 
small charge indicator.

In addition to its very powerful 
white spotlight, it has low/high 
beam and flashing functions, 

together with a flashing amber 
light at the rear for road use.

 Verdict: 8/10 
A great spotlight, both on low 
and high power. It has a large 
flood beam for local work and a 
wide spot beam, giving the best 
of both worlds. Stays bright to 
its maximum range. 

 www.uk.rs-online.com

Exposure Pro3    £200 
This is the top-of-the-range 
alloy-cased spotlight from 
Exposure Marine. Totally 
waterproof, floating, drop-proof 
and lightweight, it is also hugely 
powerful – oh, and pricey!

This wee monster has a very 
strong white beam thanks to its 
three Cree LEDs, plus the ability 
to work on low, strobe and SOS 
modes. Its one button lights up 
to act as an indicator and 
battery gauge, while modes are 
selected using a different 
number of presses. 

The mains charger connects 
magnetically to two gold-plated 
studs. USB and 12V chargers are 
also available. Supplied with a 
case, belt pouch and lanyard.

 Verdict: 4/10 
Trendy and popular with ocean 
racers, the Pro 3 didn’t do it for 
us. It’s very light and very bright, 
but its beam can’t be focussed. 
Great for lighting the foredeck 
or sails, but not a spotter. 

 www.oceansafety.com

BEST 
BUY

http://www.oceansafety.com
http://www.cluson.co.uk
http://www.force4.co.uk
http://www.uk.rs-online.com
http://sailingtoday.co.uk
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On test

AS LISTED/AS TESTED

MAKE MODEL WEIGHT BULB BATTERY* CHARGER POWER RANGE** DURATION CHARGE WRTY

ACTIVE PRODUCTS AP220R 1.2kg LED SLA AC 220 Lm 300m/250m 5h/13½h 15h 3yrs

B & Q Halogen 1.1kg Halogen SLA AC 200 Lm 250m/170m 3h/2h 6h 1yr

B & Q Diall 1.3kg Halogen SLA AC/DC 2m Cd ns/270m 45min/1h 20h 1yr

COAST HP314 1.4kg LED D-cells n/a 1132 Lm 680m/460m 4¼h/14h n/a 5yrs

CLULITE Club-1 0.6kg Cree LED Ni-MH AC/DC 200 Lm 250m/240m 3h/14½h 8h 1yr

EXPOSURE Pro 3 0.1kg LED Li-ion AC/DC 680 Lm 190m/80m 1h/1¼h 5h Life

KINGSLITE Rechargeable 0.7kg LED Ni-Cad AC/DC 140 Lm ns/120m 18h/12h 15h 1yr

NIGHTCORE MH40 0.4kg Cree LED Li-ion AC 900 Lm 490m/330m 1¼h/1¼h 4h 1.5yrs

NIGHTSEARCHER SL850 1.3kg Cree LED SLA AC/DC 850 Lm 500m/420m 4h/14h 24h 1yr

UNILITE Blazer 0.7kg Krypton Dry cell n/a 75 Lm ns/90m ns/4½h n/a 1yr

*SLA: Sealed Lead Acid   **Range: The maximum distance at which it was possible for us to make out the shape of a beacon top-mark

TEST SUMMARY - SPOTLIGHT COMPARISON

Nitecore MH40    £100 
Milled out of aircraft-grade 
aluminium and therefore pretty 
tough! This is Nitecore’s flagship 
and, despite still being torch 
sized, really packs a punch.

It can take two Li-ion cells 
(supplied), or four CR123 cells 
– rechargeable or not. Duration 
drops by 20 per cent using 
rechargeables, however.

It has a sealed jack socket 
for the charger. And the unit 
has a simple on/off button at 

the end to operate the various 
different modes – Turbo, Hi, 
Mid, Lo, strobe and SOS. 

 Verdict: 9/10 
Very, very bright on the Li-ion 
cells with a flood and spot 
beam. The mode selection can 
be tricky to remember, so I 
would suggest leaving it in turbo 
mode in case of emergency.

 www.nitecore.com

Unilite Blazer    £17 
A fairly basic-looking all-
purpose lantern with a Krypton 
filament bulb that can be 
powered by either a 6V 
dry-cell battery or a 
rechargeable battery pack. The 
unit floats, beam upright, and is 
bright yellow for easy spotting. 

 Verdict: 3/10 
Basic boat torch that is fine for 
everyday use but couldn’t be 
classed as a spot/searchlight. 
Handy to have something on 
board with a replaceable battery.

 www.force4.co.uk

Tungsten-filament spotlights (typical bulb shown left) with sealed lead acid batteries mostly represent good 
value for around £20. Many of them are barely water-resistant, though, and consume power rapidly. There are 
numerous ‘high-power’ LED models, but in our experience the only type worth having are those with Cree 
LEDs (below left), which are brighter and whiter. More lumens means more light, but projection makes a big 
difference too. For instance, the Exposure Pro3 puts out 700 Lm, but is not focussed into a spot beam.

It’s handy to have a rechargeable model and even better if the batteries can be quickly changed or replaced 
with dry cells during an extended emergency. Rubberised cases, bands or feet are also helpful as they protect 
against shocks and also stop the light sliding around when they’re placed on a cockpit seat or the deck.

ST TIP  
If you buy a spotlight 
for emergencies only, 
get one with a 12V 
charger that can be 
permanently powered 
from the boat’s DC 
system. Then attach it 
with quick-release 
clips to the bulkhead, 
just inside the 
companionway.

http://www.nitecore.com
http://www.force4.co.uk
http://sailingtoday.co.uk


It’s time to get 
serious about sailing

Sailing

In 2012, Nexus became part of the Garmin family, bringing expertise and passion for sailing to the world leader in 
satellite navigation. In 2014, Garmin and Nexus become one, introducing instrumentation and navigation solutions to 
all sailors for both cruising and racing. From the new gWind™ sensors and the GND™ 10 Black Box Bridge that brings 
Nexus into the world of NMEA 2000, including the only wireless wind sensor that’s compatible with NMEA 2000 
on the market, to a new set of sailing features offered in the new GPSMAP® series with laylines, tides and currents 
predictions and more. Complex, sophisticated technology made extremely easy to use. That’s the power of simple.

To learn more visit garmin.co.uk
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Super rope cinch        £8

Hudson Wight is a new name in marine 
clothing. Its business model is a little 
different from the established brands 
with their large marketing budgets and 
pro sailor sponsorships. HW has instead 
invested to make the best waterproofs it 
can at the best price to its customers. 
The products are only sold online, so 
there are no chandlers’ overheads. 

It all sounds persuasive, but in the 
back of my mind was the fact that the 
established brands spend millions on 
R&D and HW almost certainly does not.  

The HW1 is made from a triple-layer, 
laminated, breathable fabric, not a 
double layer laminate like some budget 
ranges from the big names. In fact, these 
compare well with the coastal, offshore 
or even some ocean-branded ranges of 
the big name manufacturers. Detailing 
looks good, too, with fully taped, 
breathable seams everywhere including 
behind the logos. 

I’ve worn these waterproofs for five or 
six boat tests in a variety of weather 
conditions, including the heavy weather 

TEST TANK
JAKE FRITH, DUNCAN KENT AND SAM FORTESCUE 

PUT THE LATEST GEAR THROUGH ITS PACES

sailing shoot for this issue 
(pp66-70). They have not 
leaked, which frankly is the 
minimum for waterproofs. 

I’ve discovered some 
nice touches too, such as 
the chest pockets, which 
are designed to be 
accessed with the opposite 
hand, making them easier 
to get at through the 
lifejacket webbing. The inner 
wrist cuffs are foam neoprene 
and feel more durable than the usual 
fabric-backed neoprene ones. They have 
all the expected safety and comfort 
features, such as reflective patches, 

Above: These are 
modern, fully featured 
offshore waterproofs 
Above left: Cuffs were 
of durable nylon-lined 
neoprene

It provides a locked loop that will 
support up to 10 per cent of a rope’s 
safe working load. A bowline, by 
way of comparison, provides a 
locked loop supporting over 60 per 
cent of a rope’s tensile strength.  
The loop we made with this device 
using new 10mm line slipped at 
65kg. As SWL can be as little as a 
sixth of break load, 10 per cent of 
this is not much. If you cannot tie a 
bowline - learning takes two 
minutes and costs nothing. JF

VERDICT: 
www.SuperRopeCinch.co.uk

This is a concentric locking plastic 
device designed to stop people 
“getting into a twist over knots”. I 
initially wondered if the device might 
be of some use to allow young children 
aboard to help moor the boat.  

day-glo hood and handwarmer 
pockets. The only real downside to 

the jacket that I could identify was 
that the fleece inner linings of the 

handwarmer pockets do not Velcro in 
and out for quicker drying.

The salopettes were of a sensible 
design too, forgoing an elastic waist for 
the increased longevity of webbing 
adjusters. As well as making them feel 
more cosy, they claim the adjustability 
here provides a unisex fit. The Velcro leg 
cuffs could be sealed well over boots.

There are various bundle deals 
available; at the time of writing we were 
offered the jacket and salopettes, plus  
free kit bag, sailing cap and gloves all for 
£300. ‘RRP’ for these items is 
supposedly hundreds of pounds more, 
but the HW model seems to consist of 
almost permanent, sometimes baffling, 
discounting of one sort or another. It 
also offers bulk deals for sailing clubs. 

We were impressed with these oilies 
regardless of their price. They stand up 
well against some of the more 
expensive brands out there.  JF

VERDICT: 
www.hudsonwight.com

Below left: Twist and 
the rope loop locks in 
the twin oval orifices

Below: But apply just 
65kgs  and it’s all over

Hudson Wight HW1 sailing waterproofs  £300

SEE OUR VIDEO AT 
SAILINGTODAY.CO.UK

http://www.SuperRopeCinch.co.uk
http://www.hudsonwight.com
http://sailingtoday.co.uk
http://sailingtoday.co.uk
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Last winter I applied the latest ablative 
(eroding) antifouling formulation from 
Seajet – 031 Samurai – to the hull of 
my Hamble based Nicholson 32, Alibi.

Unfortunately, she was placed on a 
drying, soft mud mooring for a few 
weeks prior to her deep-water 
mooring, with detrimental results.

She seemed fine through the early 
part of the season, but started to slow 
noticeably toward the end of August, 
although there was little sign of any 

These are a very well thought out ski 
type sailing glove. There is a lot to be 
said for this approach in cold weather 
sailing; have a warm set of chunky 
gloves, but just make them easy to 
tear on and off at a moment’s notice. 

Gill has achieved this with slippery 
nylon linings, which do not soak up 
moisture or stick to damp hands like a 
fleece lining would. The linings are 
secured at the finger ends so the 
gloves can’t turn inside out when 
removed. They are waterproof to the 
impressive extent that I managed to 
drag my hands in the wake behind a 
moving boat for five minutes without a 
drop coming in. 

There is one downside; I found them 
sweaty, although they do feature a 
breathable membrane. Most 
helmsmen do have occasional 
additional exertions, such as sheeting 
in the main, and then I found I got moist 
fingers, which soon became cold. JF

VERDICT: 
www.gillmarine.com

fouling along the visible waterline. 
On lifting her in early September, 
it immediately became very 
obvious what the problem was. 
The lower two-thirds of her hull 
were completely covered in 
barnacle fouling!

The results on the area of my 
hull closest to the waterline 
(traditionally the worst due to the 
heat and light from the sun) were 
impressive following a full season 
in this fouling-heavy area.

The dramatic fouling on the 
parts that had clearly been 
‘rubbed’ free of antifouling shows 
how well the Samurai has worked. 
It also serves as a reminder to 
those planning to keep their boats 
on drying or semi-tidal soft mud 
moorings, even just for a few 
tides, that they must use hard 
antifouling. DK

VERDICT: 
www.seajetpaint.com

Seajet 031 Samurai antifouling           £53.54/2.5lt

Gill Helmsman 
gloves         £40

Below Left: Samurai 
was very impressive 
where we followed 
the instructions

Below: This dramatic 
controlled experiment 
was not quite what I 
had in mind

Top: Available in a 
range of vibrant 
colours, the police will 
see you coming

London’s Spymaster is selling this 
motorised transporter as a handy way 
to gad about marinas or head into the 
port to do some shopping.

Similar to the well-known Segway, 
the M1 is lighter and cheaper. The 
Chinese manufacturer claims to have 
honed the design and made it more 
accessible. Certainly, the unit weighs a 
manageable 18.5kg and costs about 
40 per cent less than a Segway. It can 
work up a top speed of 9mph (15kmh) 

with a range of 12 miles (20km), 
and a full recharge from flat takes 
up to four hours. 

We tested the M1 on the 
cobbles around St Katharine 
Docks and found it enormous fun. 
Once you’ve mastered the urge to 
correct your balance yourself, and 
let the machine’s gyro do it for 
you, it is just a question of daring 
yourself to go faster and turn 
tighter. But fun as it is (and you 

M1 personal transporter           £3,300 can watch the video at www.
sailingtoday.co.uk), there is a problem 
with the M1. At present it is not 
certified as road-legal in the UK, so 
you can’t take to the tarmac, but it is 
too fast to be allowed on the 
pavement either. So it exists in a 
strange limbo for use on private land, 
where marina operators allow, or 
abroad. Or on the endless decks of 
your vast superyacht. SF

VERDICT: 
www.spymaster.co.uk

http://www.gillmarine.com
http://www.seajetpaint.com
http://www.spymaster.co.uk
http://www.sailingtoday.co.uk
http://www.sailingtoday.co.uk
http://www.sailingtoday.co.uk
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NEW GEAR
TOBY HEPPELL BROWSES THE BOATING 

MARKET FOR THE LATEST GOODIES

B&G Zeus 2 

The Zeus2 has been designed with cruising sailors 
in mind (as well as the company’s usual higher-end 
racer). We particularly like the sound of SailSteer, 
which combines data on one screen such as 
heading and course over the ground, current layline, 
calculated tide, true wind angle, rudder angle and 
opposite tack layline to name but a few

 Contact: www.bandg.com
 £1,422

Scrubbis hull scraper

This mid-soft rubber brush is designed to 
save you getting wet or hauling your boat out 
when the hull needs a scrub. The long handle 
is slightly curved to allow the user to reach 
the underside of their boat and keel and is 
buoyant enough to exert 2kg of upwards 
pressure on the hull. We are intrigued, if not 
entirely convinced until we give it a try. 
Presumably, it will work best on light soiling

 Contact: www.scrubbis.se
 c£65

Crewsaver liferaft  

Crewsaver have launched a new liferaft, aimed squarely at 
the cruising market. It is designed to be lightweight and 
take up minimal deck space. The liferaft builds on previous 
iterations with useful features such as a semi-rigid 
boarding ramp for ease of entry and large water pouches 
to increase stability in heavy seas 

 Contact: www.crewsaver.co.uk
 Price: TBA Jan 2014

Seareq MOB-system 

The MOBOS is designed so that a man overboard can 
be quickly located by those on the boat using GPS 
and radio waves. The receiver remains on the boat, 
while each member of the crew has a transmitter 
attached to them, set up to go off  as a lifejacket self 
infl ates. When set off , an alarm sounds on the 
receiver and it immediately begins to indicate 
direction and distance to the casualty.  

 Contact: www.seareq.de 
 Reciever c£1221 ; Beacon c£487 

SEE ME 
AT C121

http://www.bandg.com
http://www.scrubbis.se
http://www.crewsaver.co.uk
http://www.seareq.de
http://www.sailingtoday.co.uk


FEBRUARY 2014   sailingtoday.co.uk   67

Wichard Softlink  

Soft shackles have been around for a while now and there are 
a number of pre-made options on the market (see ST195 for a 
guide to making your own). To an extent it is diffi  cult to 
understand quite where this new product from Wichard fi ts. 
Perhaps it can be viewed as a halfway house. All the weight 
saving of rope but with a metal connector.

 Contact: www.proboat.co.uk
 c£13.30

Lewmar clutch redesign 

On display at the recent METS trade show in 
Amsterdam was the newly designed Lewmar clutch. 
Much the same as any other clutch on the market at 
fi rst glance, it is the inner workings that have been 
signifi cantly changed. Instead of a single multi-toothed 
cam to stop the rope moving through the housing, 
Lewmar are now using several in-line metal hoops that 
tilt to hold the line in place, so reducing rope abrasion

 Contact: www.lewmar.com
 From £55

Sealskinz gloves and hat   

These water- and windproof hats and 
gloves both have a micro-fl eece lining 
to increase warmth while maintaining 
breathability. Plus you will defi nitely be 
spotted should you be unfortunate 
enough to go overboard on a cold, dark 
winter sail

 Contact: www.sealskinz.com
 £25 for hat; £32.50 for gloves

Dometic Origo One stove  
  
Dometic has had an alcohol fed standalone 
oven/hob in its range for some time, but 
now the Origo has been updated with a 
retro feel. Alcohol appeals as a fuel because 
it’s not explosive or pressurised, but time to 
cook food has been a problem in the past. 
Happily this new cooker will heat a pan of 
water in under 10 minutes and burn for 
more than four hours on a single fi ll-up. Also 
available in a two-burner option

 Contact: www.dometic.com
 From £212.50 - £343.72

Wemar Nautipad  

The Nautipad is a mobile navigation screen that 
takes NMEA data from a chunky black box 
below decks. Although it is being ambitiously 
touted as the fi rst marine tablet, it is exciting, 
particularly due to its robust look (waterproof, 
dustproof etc.) and Kindle-like screen, which 
should make it almost immune to glare 

 Contact: www.wemar.com
 c£413

SEE ME 
AT A114

SEE ME 
AT A180
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Day Skipper 
FOR SAIL AND POWER

People take on information in a number of diff erent ways, so 
it stands to reason there should be a variety of diff erent 
sailing help manuals out there to chose from. Add to this the 
vast array of subject areas associated with our sport, and it 
is no wonder the market is awash with such books. 

This second edition of Alison Noice’s popular manual is 
designed to take someone from relative novice and guide 
him or her through the syllabus and information required for 
an RYA Day Skipper exam. The main aim of this work is to 
clearly and precisely detail the basic, early information 
needed for a novice skipper. 

It is, therefore, unfortunate that one of the fi rst pages we 
fl ick to has a mistake – incorrectly labeling a picture of a 
schooner as a ketch and vice-versa. Looking closer there are 
more than an acceptable number of similar issues with 
photographs either misleading or downright incorrect, none 
of which helps the new sailor. TH

Our favourite bit: ‘Statistics have shown that infl atable dinghies 
have the potential to be thoroughly dangerous…’

Verdict: A potentially solid book hugely let down by occasional 
inaccuracies, a particular annoyance in a guide aimed at 
informing the beginner. 

 Publisher: Adlard Coles Nautical
 Author: Alison Noice
 Price: £20

YACHTING: A VISUAL CELEBRATION OF 
SAILING PAST AND PRESENT

This is 192 pages of hardback, glossy yachting erotica. Originally published 
last year in French, it has been well translated and off ers a series of themed 
chapters with headings such as ‘savage beauty’, ‘iconic places’ and ‘Fastnet’.

Le Carrer, who edits Bateaux magazine in France, has done his homework 
with the text. But the editors’ focus was clearly on the pictures, which are 
glorious and lavishly reproduced, often over two pages, although there are a 
couple of notable exceptions to this 
quality rule. Alongside the 
ultramodern foiling cats and carbon 
spars are snapshots of the J-Class 
titans of the golden age of yachting 
and a misty-eyed look at classic 
Chris Craft runabouts. There’s also a 
look at the favourite tipples of 
sailors down the centuries, yachting 
“uniform” and even the sailing 
press!SF

Verdict: A worthy contender for a 
spot on the coff ee table.

 Publisher: Adlard Coles Nautical
 Author: Olivier le Carrer  
 Price: £30

TIME OUT
OUR PICKS OF THE BEST NEW BUNKSIDE 
READING, FILM AND SMARTPHONE APPS

BoatJobs app
This is another of those not-strictly-necessary-
but-nice-to-have apps. Phones already make it 
fairly simple to set up occasional reminders to 
service your engine, check lines for chafe etc. 
However, the boat jobs app certainly makes it 
easier and comes with a built-in list of all the 
usual yachting jobs required. TH

Verdict: Easy to use and a handy way of staying 
on top of boat maintenance. But it would take a 
certain type of person to actually benefi t from 
using it, and it’s pretty pricey for what it is.  

 Price: £3     Size: 1.7MB     OS version: iOS7
 Developer: Cogmentis

http://www.sailingtoday.co.uk
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STRONG 
WIND TRIM

WHEN THE WIND PIPES UP ABOVE 20 
KNOTS, AS JAKE FRITH DISCOVERS, 
THERE ARE PLENTY OF TRICKS TO 
KEEP THE SAILS DRIVING EFFICIENTLY

Seamanship

I
n the last issue, sail trim guru Rob 

Gibson talked through the tricks 

and techniques for keeping a boat 

moving in light airs. When we met 

up with Rob for this photoshoot, 

though, we had forecast gusts of 

over 30 knots to look forward to. 

While this may not sound much for a 

generously-ballasted long-keel 

cruiser, we were sailing Addiction, a 

Beneteau First 40.7 from 2003. 

Modern, light-displacement 

cruiser-racers like this tend to need 

their first reef at about 12 knots, 

unless there are 10 heavy bodies on 

the windward rail. But that needn’t 

mean short-handed crews should 

stay in port – it’s often necessary and 

perfectly acceptable for a well-found 

seaboat with a well-drilled crew to 

put out into heavy weather. 

Be prepared
The Boy Scout motto probably has 

more relevance to heavy weather 

sailing than it does to any other 

sphere of life. While heavy weather 

often hits at sea, which can limit your 

ability to prepare for it, there is 

usually some warning of its 

impending arrival. And on a long 

trip in autumn or winter, it may well 

be safer to head out in the tail-end of 

a depression to ensure the passage 

and landfall can be made before the 

next depression comes through.

Before you leave port, it’s worth 

slab-reefing the mainsail. This is one 

job that is immeasurably easier tied 

to a marina pontoon than it is at sea. 

It’s useful to have dedicated lines and 

clutches for each reef, rather than the 

common small-boat racers’ trick of 

using a single line reeved through the 

appropriate cringles when needed. 

We put in both of Addiction’s two 

mainsail reefs properly, then flaked 

the sail down on top of them. When 

the wind moderates after heavy 

weather, the sloppy sea state 

remains, so shaking reefs out of a 

mainsail can be a precarious 

business. As any moderation is 

usually gradual, it is much more 

likely that we would want to step 

down through the reefs, rather than 

jumping from reef two straight to 

full sail. So, Addiction was set up for 

staged de-reefing; after shaking out 

reef two, we would find ourselves 

sailing with reef one still in. 

Just as important as preparing the 

sails is briefing the crew, as Rob 

described: “Ensuring everybody is 

well fed, dressed correctly and all 

passage plans are made before 

slipping lines is always important, 

but much more so in heavy weather. 

Nipping down below to put a jacket 

or hat on is much harder in rough 

conditions as more of the crew are 

needed on deck more of the time.

“Communicating on deck in 

strong winds is also more difficult, so 

‘...we can’t talk 
about strong 

winds without 
mentioning 

dedicated sails’

Centre of Effort 
moved aft

CE

CLR

Centre of 
effort

Centre of 
lateral resistance

Reefed main
With the commonly 
seen strong-wind rig of 
deep-reefed main and 
rolled genoa or storm 
jib, the aggregate centre 
of effort is well forward 

Trysail 
The centre of effort 
moves closer to the 
centre of lateral 
resistance with trysail 
and storm jib rigged on 
an inner forestay

http://www.sailingtoday.co.uk
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it’s important that everybody has a 

good idea from the start of the plans 

and structure of the passage. Things 

happen more quickly, so this 

pre-planning also helps limit the use 

of valuable time explaining why 

certain things are being done.” 

It is a given that all crew will be 

equipped with lifejackets for any 

kind of heavy-weather sailing. With a 

moderate sea state, harnesses are 

more questionable, however, Rob and 

I made sure we both had harness 

lifejackets and our harness lines 

ready to clip on if required. The boat 

was equipped with jackstays for any 

deck work. 

Sail choices
For light winds, it’s simply a case of 

working with the yacht’s standard 

sailplan and maximising the power 

and efficiency of it. But we can’t talk 

about strong winds without 

mentioning dedicated sails. While 

we covered storm jibs in their 

various guises in ST185, trysails are 

also becoming an increasingly useful 

part of the modern sail wardrobe, as 

Rob explained.

“The word ‘trysail’ is commonly 

prefaced by the word ‘storm’, but this 

is a little misleading in my view. For 

modern boats, a trysail is a massively 

under-rated strong-wind sail. 

Consider this Beneteau 40.7; I 

recently spent all week in her flying 

up and down the Solent in force sixes 

and sevens almost always with the 

trysail and the number four jib. 

“Where the storm trysail of old was 

considered part of the storm-survival 

LUFF TO THE PUFFS 
One of the big mistakes when sailing upwind and 
encountering a gust is to fight the rounding up 
effect by over steering downwind. This is a good 
way to induce a broach. When a gust hits, the boat 
does not accelerate, especially in heavy airs when it 
is already traveling at its hull speed. So the gust 
brings the apparent wind aft. In a very strong gust 
you can let the boat feather a little into the gust, 
even letting the mainsail backwind for a few 
seconds as the momentum of the boat carries it on.

Heavy airs rig
This Beneteau 40.7 was 
brisk and manageable in 
30 knots under trysail 
and number four jib 
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Case study 
Westerly Oceanlord 41_______________________________________________
Boat name Maalesh
_______________________________________________
Location Inverclyde
_______________________________________________
Treatment Coppercoat™ anti-foul applied 1996
_______________________________________________
Photo October 2013 with owner
_______________________________________________
Verdict The original treatment has now lasted 17 

years and Maalesh is scheduled to be 
treated with Coppercoat™ anti-foul for a 
second time in Spring 2014.

_______________________________________________

Award winning anti-fouling
Multi-season protection

+44 (0)1258 861059 
info@coppercoat.com 
www.coppercoat.com

Coppercoat™ is the most durable and long lasting anti-foul coating
currently available. Millions of boat owners world-wide are in the habit of
lifting and re-painting their boats every year – Coppercoat™ puts an end
to this costly and time consuming exercise.

mailto:info@coppercoat.com
http://www.coppercoat.com
http://www.hudsonwight.com
http://www.sailingtoday.co.uk
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Seamanship

kit of an ocean-cruising boat, with 

today’s lighter displacement yachts it 

can be a much better-used part of the 

sail wardrobe.” 

I had never sailed with a trysail 

before, and I was very impressed. 

While the centre of eff ort of a reefed 

mainsail moves forward and down, 

the centre of eff ort of a trysail is in a 

similar place fore and aft  to that of an 

unreefed main, only much lower to 

reduce heeling force. Plus, of course, 

the sail is much smaller. And, being 

boomless, it works more like a jib, 

being a very effi  cient generator of 

forward drive. 

Gybing with a trysail is just as easy 

as tacking and far safer than gybing a 

boomed mainsail; the sail fl aps 

gently from one tack to the other. 

Pointing performance is not great, 

with 70° off  the true wind a usual 

ballpark fi gure, but this number is 

still attainable and well worth taking 

in very strong winds. 

Th e ultimate heavy-weather 

sailplan is a trysail combined with a 

storm jib on an inner forestay. Th is 

brings the centre of eff ort even 

further back, as shown on the 

preceding page. Compare this with 

the common, rolled-up genoa on the 

forestay and deep-reefed main 

combination, which can make the 

boat diffi  cult to steer and curtail any 

progress to windward. 

Back in the real world, where 90 per 

cent of us sail with a single roller-

reefi ng genoa and reefed mainsail, 

there is fortunately plenty we can do 

to cope with strong winds without 

resorting to dedicated storm sails.

Let’s twist again
Hang on a minute – I said last issue 

that twist is required in the main and 

genoa in very light winds. How can 

we possibly need it in very strong 

winds too? 

Sail twist is equally important in 

strong winds, but for a completely 

diff erent reason. Th e wind twist –

changing apparent wind direction up 

the rig – we talked about in the last 

issue is negligible in strong winds. We 

want twist in strong winds to help us 

spill wind from the sails, in a manner 

that doesn’t prevent the sails doing 

their job of providing forward drive.

Depowering the main needs to be 

a dedicated job for one or even two 

crewmembers in gusty conditions 

on many boats. Th at’s because the 

mainsheet trimmer will usually have 

two lines to play with upwind: the 

mainsheet and traveller car. Off  the 

wind there’s the kicker, too.

In medium and strong winds with 

the boat sailing upwind under 

control, the traveller car will be 

directly below the boom, generating 

plenty of downward pull. In the 

event of a sudden gust, the traveller 

car can be hauled up the track at the 

same time as the mainsheet is eased 

– so the boom stays at the same 

sheeting angle but lift s. Th is will 

allow the sail to change shape and 

exhaust air from the heel-generating 

top part, without opening up the 

bottom part of the sail and losing 

forward drive. 

When you bear away onto a reach, 

the mainsheet trimmer’s job changes. 

Th e boom has now reached the end of 

the traveller, so the focus is on 

sheeting out the main. Once the 

boom end is outside the boat, it’s time 

for the kicker to take over providing 

downward tension, so depowering is 

achieved by easing the kicker.

Because more forward motion 

means less of the sails’ power is 

being misused in heeling the boat 

and creating leeway, it is important 

for our mainsheet crew to get the 

power back on, and the telltales 

TRAVELLER 
When closehauled in 
heavy weather, the 
traveller car will 
usually be directly 
beneath the boom so 
the falls of the 
mainsheet are parallel 
to the mast

Above: Moving the 
car aft opens the 
leech of the jib to 
spill wind at the top

Below: A properly 
reefed mainsail 
should still have 
shape and drive

Gusts
When the mainsheet 
and traveller are 
played to allow the 
boom to lift, the top 
part of the main 
twists, exhausting 
wind from the upper 
leech (right)

http://www.sailingtoday.co.uk
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ROB’S REEFING TIPS
Here are a few little tricks, hard won on ocean races and RYA cruising courses, that can make the 

whole process of reefi ng easier or your reefed sails set better

Whether you call it an earring (US) or a 
snotter (NZ), a sail tie through the reefed 
cringle and round the boom serves three 
purposes. It is insurance if the reefi ng line 

breaks; it tidies up the reefed bunt of the sail; 
and it helps hold the reef down to the boom 
so the reefi ng line does not need too much 

tension, overfl attening the sail.  

If you have a loose-footed mainsail it is much 
neater and less likely to damage the sail if you 
tie the reefi ng pennants around the sail only, 

not the boom and the sail. Much lighter line can 
then be used for the pennants so they disrupt 
airfl ow less when not in use. No pennants at all 
is often superior to pennants round the boom, 

especially if they’re overtightened.

If you have a roller-reefi ng genoa, its reefi ng 
line is one of the most important lines on your 
boat. It should be changed annually as it lives 

constantly on deck being degraded by 
sunlight. A breakage in strong winds can be 
diffi  cult to deal with as the full sail slams out 
and often the remaining line tangles as the 

drum spins out of control.  

the sail to ‘exhaust’ with excess twist. 

At the same time, the bottom part of 

the sail will over-fl atten and 

de-power, while the middle will 

retain a good shape providing the 

forward drive that you need.

Not too fl at
It is a common mistake to oversheet 

the jib and put too much reefi ng line 

or outhaul tension on the mainsail 

in very strong winds to make both 

sails as fl at as possible. As Rob 

explained: “You still need forward 

drive in strong winds, and plenty of 

it, to keep you punching through 

bigger seas. A deeply reefed mainsail 

in particular can look almost 

entirely fl at, and a very fl at sail is a 

mistake in any weather. Th is is oft en 

a result of the boat’s reefi ng 

arrangements, but a great low-

budget fi x for any boat is using a 

reefi ng earring.” (top left ). 

You can then put a reasonable 

amount of halyard tension on the 

Seamanship

THANKS
Rob Gibson is an experienced ocean racer and owner 
of IOR 50 Hope and Glory, principal of Poole Sailing and 
author of the RYA’s Sail Trim Handbook for Cruisers.
www.poolesailing.co.uk     www.rya.org.uk/shop/

sail which will pull the draft  well 

forward. Th e sail then has enough 

shape to keep the boat punching 

through, but it will be concentrated 

well forward to generate drive with 

minimum heel. 

Backstay
If you have a fractional rig, the 

backstay is a great device for taking 

draft  out of the mainsail (see left ). It 

is more use, though, for an unreefed 

sail as tapered masts bend most near 

the tip, especially those on deck-

stepped masts. Once the mainsail is 

deep reefed, the substantially bent 

part of the mast at the top has little 

sail on it, so the backstay’s 

eff ectiveness is limited. 

Th is does not mean we forget about 

the backstay when reefed or if we have 

a masthead rig. A tight backstay 

means a tight forestay, which will 

reduce power overall and heel; both 

desireable outcomes. It also helps 

roller headsails roll more easily.

Below: Backstay 
tension bends the 
middle of the 
mast forward and 
pulls draft and 
power out of the 
mainsail. It also 
tightens the 
forestay, fl attening 
the genoa

fl ying as soon as the gust has passed 

and the boat is back on its feet.

Twist is also employed in the 

headsail in strong winds. Roller 

genoas, especially, become more 

ineffi  cient the more that you roll 

away, so to keep more sail out, move 

the traveller aft  allowing the top of 

GET IN TOUCH What 
tricks and tips do you 
have for heavy 
weather sailing?
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 023 8045 4507
sales@vetus.co.uk  |  www.vetus.com

*Warranty terms and conditions can be found at www.vetus.com
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5-year warranty  
on engines*

Offer available until  
end of Feb 2014.

Only one of each  
kit per engine  
purchased.

Terms and conditions  
may apply.

half price 
installation kits 

plus

Come and see us on stand A308  

to discuss your installation

– or contact a VETUS diesel  

dealer for full details

In
New

Out
Old

with the with the

Powering sailor’s energy requirements for over 30 years, naturally

More Power to your Elbow...
…as well as the refrigerator, laptop, 
and all essential on board electrics 

For more information call us 
today on +44 (0) 1536 201588

www.marlec.co.uk

Speak to one of our friendly wind and 
solar experts now and discuss your on 
board battery charging needs from 
motor cruisers to long distance 
sailing yachts.

Introducing the 
NEW Rutland 914i 
Windcharger

 in operation

 

See us at the 
London Boat 

Show stand 
no: A177
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Riding Light

Good to be laid up
November came in with a cold, wet blast, but the big 

spring tides meant that my friend’s boat had to be 

moved upriver to her winter berth. Without thinking, I 

offered to ship as crew.

We brought the passage forward by a 

day, because the forecast appeared a 

touch better, but that wasn’t saying a lot. 

At 07.00hrs the rain was coming down 

hard, but when we went afloat at 

09.15hrs the sun was bright, the sky 

clear and, amazingly, blue, but the wind 

was fresh, cold and from dead ahead.

We bashed into the short, choppy seas 

produced by wind against spring flood. 

Great fountains of spray flew from the 

weather bow and smashed against the 

sprayhood, drenching me as I held 

grimly to the tiller and tried to duck. 

The skipper complained I was getting 

him wet too. No, I protested, it’s the boat 

that’s doing it. She seemed to be having 

one last exuberant fling before snugging 

down to her winter beauty sleep, but the cold was 

settling deeply into aging joints and my fingers had 

long since gone numb inside thermal gloves.

By the time we reached our destination I think we 

were both ready to admit that we’d had enough and, as 

dark clouds began to gather again with the approach of 

more rain, I felt sneakily grateful that we could honestly 

say the season was over. There are winter days when I 

feel the pull of the tide and long to be afloat again, but 

the reality is that my enjoyment of a bit of warmth in 

the wind is becoming greater as each season passes. I 

still admire those who sail through the winter and I 

shiver for those who choose to cruise in Arctic or 

Antarctic waters, envying them their sights and 

experiences, but it still feels good to be laid up as the 

rain falls, driven by another freshening wind.

A question of size
How big is your boat? How big is your marina berth? 

Do the two match well?

The average size of boats is increasing rapidly with 

50-60ft no longer unusual and extreme beam being 

adopted on most new production designs. This 

expansion of length and girth comes with a cost and it’s 

marinas that may be most affected in the long run.

Marina owners and operators are faced with a 

problem. They have a fixed area in which they can place 

pontoon berths – they can’t simply decide to ‘grow’ the 

marina basin – but, in many older marinas, the current 

berths are too small for these bigger, 

fatter new boats. What to do? Whatever 

they do requires heavy investment, but 

do they restructure the berths to take 

much larger craft and, in the process, 

reduce the number of berths available, 

or do they put an arbitrary size limit on 

the boats they can or will accept? Then 

what about depth? With increased 

length comes increased draught and 

approach channels and marina cills may 

prevent entry, yet dredging is expensive 

and is by no means a one-off cost.

It’s a conundrum and I have sympathy 

for those trying to solve the problem.

Rubbish
What do you do with it while you’re 

cruising? Yes, you bag it up and take it 

ashore, for gone are the innocent days of jettisoning 

refuse to disintegrate or sink, but what do you do with 

the garbage bag while you’re waiting to get ashore?

Craft larger than mine may have a waste bin built into 

the galley somewhere, but if you’re cruising a remote 

area with a crew of three or four, the bag in the bin will 

be full before you find a disposal point, so where to stow 

it? The problem is exacerbated on a passage of several 

days in hot weather – your nose will attest to that.

When we used to tow rigid tenders, you sometimes 

saw them used as remote storage places for full rubbish 

bags, but not these days. Cockpit lockers don’t always 

offer enough space and tearing the plastic bag when you 

pull out a mooring warp or fender can have unpleasant 

consequences. Keeping the bags under a bunk may be 

noisome too.

I wonder if a vented box could be incorporated on the 

bathing platform of new boats? In Britain’s climate it 

would be more useful than the freshwater shower that 

often sits there.

COLIN JARMAN helped launch Sailing Today in 1997 and 
lives and sails on the east coast. Read his Riding Light 
blog online at www.sailingtoday.co.uk

This keel still needs a bit of 
fairing, but it’s coming on

YOUR VIEW

Are you staying afloat 
through the winter? 
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www.twitter.com/
SailingTodayMag 

FINALLY ADMITTING DEFEAT, COLIN JARMAN HAS LAID-UP HIS BOAT 
FOR THE WINTER AFTER ONE LAST, NUMBING SAIL AND HAS 
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from £749

Orders & enquiries   01243 375 774
Sea Teach Ltd. Emsworth, PO10 7PW.         Open 9am - 5pm Monday - Saturday.          All prices quoted are inclusive of VAT @ 20%

IS 10 YEARS OLD!

and to celebrate, we
are offering an incredible

all Parasailors until end of  
London Boat Show 2014

FIND US AT E161

With over 30 years experience, the team 
at Sea Teach have accumulated a vast 
knowledge of hatches and portlights, 
of what fits and what does not, as well
as the intricacies of fitting them. We 
stock an extensive range of hatches and
portlights, from leading manufacturers 
including:

Ocean
from £ 257 (size 10 and larger)

Medium profile
from £ 299 (size 30 and larger)

Low profile
from £ 171 (size 00 and larger)

sea brake
emergency stabilising drogue

baudat
wire and cable cutters

aquair 100
water & wind power generator

hatches and portlights
from sea teach: the UK’s number 1 for stock, spares and service

also available:also available:

oceanair skyscroceanair skyscr
see our full range in storsee our full range in store or at  e or at  great value at just £949

powered by towing
behind your craft, or converted
into a conventional wind generator.

exceptionally efficient and reliable

from only            £199

BEST BUYS
yachting world

& 
sailing today

dyneema
emergency stays

see also: our full range of
soft shackles

dyneema SK78 rope is great
to carry as a spare stay in

case of an emergency

dyneema stays cost half
that of a stainless steel

equivalent and are far
more manageable



Pint sized 



FEBRUARY 2014   sailingtoday.co.uk   79

Taking to a brand new mini-J, Sam 
Fortescue discovers that yachting’s 

golden age is far from dead

A
s a confirmed admirer 

of a long overhang, I 

am prepared to travel 

a considerable 

distance to sail a 

pretty boat. In this 

case, 650km from London to the 

quiet town of Sneek (pronounced 

‘snake’) in the north of Holland.

I was drawn there by the chance to 

test one of Leonardo Yachts’ Eagle 36s. 

Unusually for a 36-footer, she is a 

dayboat, as is her big sister, the Eagle 

44, whose trademark is a huge, comfy 

cockpit, with only simple 

accommodation. An ambitious 

54-footer is also on the drawing board.

Make no mistake: these boats are 

luxury playthings. Leonardo’s director 

Melle Boersma is clear that the sort of 

people buying his boats won’t baulk at 

the high price: around £115,000 for 

the 36, £210,000 for the 44. As a result, 

the boats are found in berths from 

Stockholm to Buenos Aires.

Both the 36 and the 44 are billed as 

mini J-Classes and they live up to the 

hype. The 36 has a waterline length of 

just over 24ft, low freeboard and a 

dizzying expanse of smooth teak that 

runs from the foredeck to the poop. 

The original design by Gaastmeer / 

Terpstra had entirely flush decks, but 

more recent versions have included a 

low, streamlined GRP coachroof, 

which improves access below. 

Despite the nod to tradition, the 

boat’s underwater shape is modern: 

broad and flat with a performance 

bulb keel. The hulls are built in Poland 

in foam-core sandwich, using vacuum 

infusion for a lighter, stiffer lay-up. 

Then they’re brought to Holland for 

the interior work, rig and finish.

The version I sailed had wheel 

steering, but the tiller option is 

arguably more elegant. I took her out 

on a typical late-summer day with sun 

– in the distance – and a nip in the 

wind, which was blowing 8-10 knots 

from the northeast. Under power, she 

was quiet and responsive, edging out 

of the yard’s marina into the narrow 

Houkesleat, which connects the town’s 

famous Watergate to the Sneekermeer 

lake. The mainsail was easy to raise by 

hand and set with the electric halyard 

winch – a size 40 Harken self-tailer. 

Lines including the halyard, outhaul 

and vang all come back to the winch, 

centred on the coachroof bulkhead at 

the foot of the mast.

She is designed to be an easy boat to 

rig and handle. The sheet winches on 

the side decks outside the gleaming 

wooden coaming are also electric, 

with custom-made stainless steel 

buttons that glow faintly in the 

gathering twilight. Only the mainsheet 

relies on sheer elbow grease – though 

at a 4:1 purchase, it is easy enough to 

sheet in hard.

The boat fairly skipped up the canal, 

grazing the banks on each tack. 

Making the most of ST’s river sailing 

tips (ST199), I huffled through the A
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Elegant lines, a vast 
cockpit and easy 
handling are the 
key attrubutes of 
the lovely Eagle 36. 
It feels like sailing a 
much smaller craft

On the 
wing

http://www.sailingtoday.co.uk
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turns to coax a few extra metres out of 

her – you just have to watch the way 

the stern swings out, because the 

rudder is set 6ft in from the transom. 

Super elegant
She makes noble progress to 

windward and tracks beautifully. I 

helmed her with fingertips only and 

relished the incredible smoothness 

with which she glided through the 

wind – her heavy 3.3t displacement 

gave her a momentum which the 

wavelets of the Sneekermeer did 

nothing to check. She is very stable 

and fairly accelerated into the gusts, 

with a pleasing heel that comes from 

her 550sqft (50.9m2) sail area and 

narrow beam.

The short companionway consists of 

a single step to port, which lifts to offer 

storage space. A similar structure to 

starboard houses a macerating heads, 

connected to a 40lt black water tank. 

Tucked in under the foredeck there’s a 

double V-berth, with a flush hatch just 

for’ard of the mast. It’s all finished to a 

very high standard, but the focus is on 

cockpit living, not nights aboard. This 

is reflected in the fact that the cockpit 

table houses a small fridge and a sink, 

complete with fold-up tap supplied 

from a 40lt water tank. 

When you consider the electrical 

demands of the winches, the heads 

and the instruments, it is clear that the 

Eagle is not designed for weeks of 

off-grid sailing. Melle insists that he 

the vast cockpit with its giant wheel. 

Running before a light wind, I was 

also frustrated by the friction brake 

on the 44’s electric mainsheet – all 

cleverly tucked away beneath the aft 

deck. In order to sheet out beyond a 

beam reach, you have to pull the 

mainsheet out by hand – the pressure 

of the wind in the sail alone is not 

enough to release the brake. That said, 

she was delightfully easy to sail. 

The design of both boats displays an 

astonishing attention to detail and 

above all, elegance. They are, frankly, 

gorgeous to look at and exceedingly 

pleasing to sail, as long as you keep to 

protected waters.

LOA: 35ft 1in (10.7m)

LWL: 24ft 3in (7.4m)

Beam: 8ft 6in (2.6m)

Draught: 3ft 11in (1.2m) 

Engine: Volvo D1-13 saildrive

Price: c£115,000 ex-VAT (€133,500)

Builder: Leonardo Yachts

Contact: www.leonardoyachts.com

EAGLE 36

‘Make no mistake; 
these boats are 

luxury playthings’

VERDICT

I was surprised to find myself 
enjoying the push-button sail 
trim of the Eagles. It makes the 
sailing effortless and allows you 
to settle back into the 
exceedingly comfortable cockpit 
cushions to revel in the elegant 
progress to windward. She is a 
picnicking dayboat par 
excellence, simple to rig and 
feather-light to handle. Brimming 
with class. But very costly.

PERFORMANCE: 

ACCOMMODATION: 

LOOKS: 

once kept the boat on a mooring for a 

week of sailing without draining the 

batteries. But a wise owner will keep 

her hooked up to the shore power.

With her extra 8ft (2.4m), the 44 is 

a bigger beast, but still very much 

based on the dayboat principles of 

the 36. Leonardo sells nearly five 

times as many 44s as 36s, but to 

my eye, the 36 was a prettier boat. 

I found her proportions better 

aligned – the helmsman of the 44 

looking somewhat Liliputian in 

Above: Sailing the Eagle in a light 
8-knot breeze, steering was finger 
light and handling velvet smooth 

Below: Below, there is a good double 
berth, lots of storage and electric 
heads; but no galley

http://www.leonardoyachts.com
http://www.sailingtoday.co.uk
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KEEP ON 
GRINDING

WINCHES ARE SAFETY CRITICAL, BUT MANY 
SAILORS FEAR TO SERVICE THEM. JAKE FRITH 
LOOKS AT THE STRAIGHTFORWARD PROCESS 

OF KEEPING LEWMAR’S OCEAN, EVO AND 
STANDARD WINCHES TICKING AWAY NICELY

Practical

would be transferable to any post-

1992 twin speed self tailing Lewmar 

winch. As lots of Lewmar’s 

competitor winches are similar 

inside, the stages of service and 

principles of lubrication will also be 

similar for other brands. 

Some sailors still swear by simpler 

C
hatting to Lewmar’s 

Ben Kay, it becomes 

apparent that servicing 

winches is something 

that boatowners only 

fi nd a daunting task 

until they have tried it. 

“A common perception is that 

springs and tiny components will fl y 

out in all directions the moment they 

try to take a winch apart. Th e reality 

is that we strive to minimise the 

number and complexity of 

components. We also make them 

serviceable with minimal or no tools 

at all. We need our winches to be as 

serviceable in the middle of the 

Southern Ocean as they are on the 

dockside. 

“Part of the reason our winches are 

so reliable is there are as few moving 

parts as possible and those parts are 

diffi  cult or, in most cases, impossible 

to assemble incorrectly. Th e pawls 

and pawl springs are the only real 

possibilities for small items that 

could be lost, which is one reason we 

supply replacements of these in our 

service kits.” 

Disassembly
Lewmar’s Ocean and Evo winch 

ranges have been popular choices for 

boatbuilders since the Ocean range 

was launched in the early 90s. 

As can be seen above and opposite, 

once you get either winch’s tailing 

arm and drum off , it’s all very much 

the same inside. So, while we will be 

dismantling an Evo 50, the process 

‘...parts are diffi  cult or, in 
most cases, impossible to 

assemble incorrectly...’

Top cap

Feeder arm

Collets

Upper crown

Stripper ring

Lower crown

Drum

Pawl gear

Roller bearing assembly

Spacer

Drum washer

Gear spindle sleeve

Gear spindle

Pawl pocket

Centre stem

Pawl

Pawl spring

Ratchet gear

Main spindle

THANKS TO: Ben Kay at Lewmar, which 
has manufactured yachting hardware 
on England’s south coast since 1946

http://www.sailingtoday.co.uk
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Step 1 The top cap should be finger tight 
and on the Evo is plastic so take great care if it 
needs tapping off, as ours did

Step 4 With the drum lifted off we now get 
our first sight of the inner workings and can 
brush on paraffin or grease remover

Step 7 Once the steel gear spindles have 
been lifted out, the gear stacks can be 
withdrawn from either side

Step 3 In some Ocean models the collets 
need pulling out from either side, beneath the 
top thread before the drum can be lifted off

Step 6 If the top collets have not been 
removed, do so now so the centre spindle can 
be carefully lifted out with a hooked finger

Step 9 Remove, clean and refit or replace 
the pawls, ensuring that pawls and pawl 
pockets are oiled, not greased

Step 2 The self-tailer arm will then lift off 
vertically revealing two small bronze collets 
beneath, in slots either side of the main spindle

Step 5 Remove the bearing cages and 
clean all old grease from them. If necessary, 
the needle rollers all push out for cleaning 

Step 8 The gear stacks simply pull apart. 
Clean off any old grease from the dismantled 
gear stacks

The Lewmar Evo range gets its name from being an evolution of the long-lived Ocean 
range. It is available in anodised aluminium, as shown here, or chromed bronze. We 
conducted this stripdown on a middle winch of the range, a size 50 in black anodised 
aluminium. For larger or smaller winches in the range, the same disassembly, 
reassembly and lubrication principles apply.

Evo 50 ST
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Step 10 The trick to refitting pawls is to 
hold them between a single thumb and 
forefinger to slide them back in

Step 1 The top circlip is easily prised off with 
a small flat screwdriver levering from its end, 
but watch it doesn’t spring off

Step 4 Lifting the drum reveals these inner 
workings. The races may stay inside the drum 
and need hooking out

Step 12 Reassembly is a straightforward 
reversal process, as assemblies can only be 
fitted one way. Tighten the top cap finger tight

Step 3 The bottom pawls will sometimes 
drop out when the drum is lifted off. Be ready 
to catch them with a hand below

Step 6 Complete disassembly now just 
requires the bearings and remaining pawls and 
pawl springs to be removed 

Step 11 Brush a light coating of calcium 
sulphonate marine grease on all metal-on-
metal contacts other than the pawls

Step 2 Lift the flat stainless top cap and it 
reveals these three posi-drive screws which 
should be carefully removed

Step 5 Once the white plastic key is pulled 
out the spindle can be lifted, again with a single 
finger hooked inside

The bottom pawls work straight on the drum’s inner teeth ensuring the winch can 
only turn clockwise. The top pawls allow the handle to be ratcheted back and forward. 
This feature is useful when mounted on a small boat in close proximity to guardwires 
or the sprayhood, when clearance will not permit complete handle rotations. 

Lewmar 8 
one speed standard winch

http://www.sailingtoday.co.uk


Practical

WHAT’S IN A WINCH? 

Raw gear punchings require machining down 
to the correct tolerances

All assembly, testing and quality control 
operations are  performed by hand

CONSIDERATIONS

Lewmar’s ‘winch maintenance pack’ contains a paintbrush for grease 
application, grease, oil, pawl springs and booklet and has an MRP of £42.77

 Packs of pawls and springs containing six pawls and 12 
springs retail at around £25

 Winch specific ‘spares kits’, including circlips, keys, pawls 
and pawl springs, retail between £40 and £52

 Gear grease - £11.10; RaceLube pawl oil - £8.39

All other spares, such as top caps, collets, jaw kits, bearing 
kits, pawl gears, feeder arms and so on are available online 
from Lewmar, or via local chandleries through Aquafax. Part numbers can be 
found online at  www.lewmar.com

Drums are machined, drilled and needle-
peened before dispatch for anodising

To the casual observer, it may seem that there is not an awful lot to a winch to justify its pretty hefty pricetag. For example, the Evo 50 ST we 
service in this article retails at over £1,500. We took a short walk round the Lewmar factory in Havant to see what’s involved in making one. 

A lot of the cost is in the raw materials, as the bronze centre stem and gears, and the aluminium or bronze drum come in from foundries 
in mainland Europe. Their specialist, pressurised construction is expensive, but makes them very much stronger than simple castings. 

Lewmar then machines these base components, performing such tasks as needle-peening the drums for the grip surfaces and cutting 
gear teeth. After careful quality control, the drums go off to a specialist company for anodising or chrome-plating and return for final 

testing and assembly. 

GET IN TOUCH: 
How often do you 
service your 
winches?

facebook.com/
SailingToday 

twitter.com/
SailingTodayMag 

editor@sailing 
today.co.uk

Step 7 After full cleaning apply a light 
coating of gear grease to all metal-on-metal 
contacts; here, the spindle is greased

Step 9 Reassembly is simple, just 
remembering that the plastic key is tapered 
and fits with number upwards

Step 8 The pawls and pawl pockets should 
only receive HD22 RaceLube oil lubrication – 
here we are oiling the top pawl pockets

single-speed, hand-tailing winches, 

especially for mast-mounting and 

coachroof-mounted halyard duties. 

In this case Lewmar’s design has 

remained constant for even longer, 

with the basic four-pawl ratcheting 

design dating back as far as the 1970s. 

So, we’ve also taken a look at a size 

8 standard single-speeder, which, 

despite its more straightforward 

internal complexity, is actually one 

of the few winches in Lewmar’s 

range that requires a couple of tools 

to strip it down.
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now on military, 
rescue & lifeboats

RUN-DRY
*

01372 451992
www.speedseal .com

Upgrade
k i t s  av a i l a b l e

A w a r d  w i n n i n g  B e a r i n g  E n c a s e d *

Unit E4 Fort Wallington, Fareham, PO16 8TT                 01329 232360    

sales@vitessemarine.co.uk       www.vitessemarine.co.uk/kiwigrip

Traction Made Beautiful...
The High-Performance Non-skid coating system.

0121 323 2333       www.excel-boats.co.uk       
sales@excel-boats.co.uk

Compact and easy for all crew members 
to handle on board

THE INNOVATIVE AND LIGHTWEIGHT 
EXCEL VENTURA SERIES

2.0m- 14kgs
2.3m- 17kgs
2.6m- 19kgs

SEE U
S 
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STAN
D D148

Unbeatable package deals

Many other tenders available, please check website for details

http://www.speedseal.com
mailto:sales@vitessemarine.co.uk
http://www.vitessemarine.co.uk/kiwigrip
http://www.excel-boats.co.uk
mailto:sales@excel-boats.co.uk
http://www.allgadgets.co.uk
http://www.varifold.info
http://www.autoprop.info
mailto:sales@bruntons-propellers.com
http://sailingtoday.co.uk


Bates Wharf Southern Ltd
3A Harbour Quay, 
Sovereign Harbour,  
Eastbourne, 
East Sussex BN23 5QF

Call: 01323 470 066

boatsales@bateswharfsouthern.co.uk

    www.bateswharf.com

Beneteau First Class 7.5
2005 model year Beneteau First
Class 7.5 racing yacht. inventory
includes outboard engine two
mainsails, two roller genoas and
an assymetric spinnaker.
Lying Eastbourne.

£16,000

Beneteau Oceanis 323 
2004 Year Model, Owner’s 
Two Cabin Version, Shallow 
Fin Keel, Wheel Steering, Volvo 
Penta 19hp Engine, Slab Reefed 
Mainsail, Raymarine GPS Chart 
Plotter, Tri Data, Wheel Pilot, 
Simrad VHF Radio, Electric 
Anchor Windlass & Wind 
Turbine. 

£52,950

Beneteau Oceanis 440
1991 Year Model, Wheel
Steering, Winged Fin Keel,
Perkins Prima 50 hp Diesel
Engine, B & G Tri Data
Instruments, Phillips & Garmin
GPS, Furuno Radar, Simrad Auto
Pilot, AIS, Navtex, Panda
Generator, Eberspacher Heating,
Cruising Chute & Snuffer. Lying
Eastbourne.   

£75,000

 Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 40
2002 Year Model, Long Fin 
Keel, Wheel Steering, Yanmar 
4JH3E 50hp Diesel Engine, Slab 
Reefed Mainsail, Owner’s Two 
Cabin Version, Garmin GPS, 
Raymarine Tri-Data Instruments 
and Electric Anchor Windlass. 
Lying Prevesa - Greece.

£57,500

Contessa 35
1976 Year Model, Fin & Skeg
Keel, Tiller Steering, Nanni
(2006) 37hp Diesel Engine,
Raymarine S2 Auto Pilot,
Garmin 128 GPS, Icom DSC
VHF, AIS Transponder &
Hammer Head Tablet PC.
Lying Eastbourne.

£27,500

Fisher 25
1987 Year Model Pilothouse,
Long Keel, Tiller steering,
Yanmar YM30 (Only 54 hrs –
Fitted 2012), Stowe Tri Data
Instruments, Furuno GPS,
Autohelm Wheel Pilot, Without
Doubt The Best Example On The
Market. Lying Eastbourne.

£37,500

Oyster 26
1980 model year, Bermuda
Sloop Cruiser/Racer, 5 Berths,
Fin keel, Tiller Steering, Volvo
Penta Sail Drive, Autohelm Auto
Pilot, Magellan GPS & VHF
Radio. Lying Eastbourne.

£14,500

Oyster 56
1998 Year Model. A Superb Blue 
Water Cruiser, Yanmar 4JH4-THE 
110hp (2008). New Standing & 
Running Rigging, New Kemp 
Sails, Raymarine P70 & i70 
Displays, Garmin GPSMAP 5015 
& Integrated HD Radar, Raymarine 
Satellite TV Receiver, Selden 
Hydraulic Operated Headsail, 
Staysail, Gooseneck Drive & 
Backstay. Lying Eastbourne. 

 £485,000

Freedom 30
1990 Year Model, Long Shallow
Keel, Wheel steering, Cat Ketch
Rigged with Carbon Fibre Masts,
Nanni N2 14hp diesel Engine
(New 2012), 4 Berths, Stowe Tri
Data Instruments, Garmin GPS,
Icom VHF Radio, Auto Pilot,
Saunders Main Sail & Mizzen.
Lying Eastbourne.

£27,950

Island Packet 440
A Luxury Blue Water Cruiser,
2007 Year Model, Long Keel,
Wheel Steering, In-mast
Mainsail Furling, Yanmar 4JH4
75hp Diesel Engine, Bow
Thruster, Electric Windlass,
Raymarine Auto Helm,
Raymarine E80 Dual Station. 
Lying Eastbourne.

£299,950

Beneteau Oceanis 323, 2006 
Year Model, Owner’s Two 
cabin Version, Deep Fin Keel, 
Wheel Steering, Yanmar 19hp 
Engine, Slab Reefed Mainsail, 
Raymarine GPS Chart Plotter, Tri 
Data, Autohelm, JRC Radar & 
Eberspacher Heating. 

£59,950

Southerly 110
2010 Year Model, Lifting 
Keel, Wheel Steering & Twin 
Rudders, Yanmar 39hp Sail 
Drive Engine, In-Mast Mainsail 
Furling, Self-Tacking Furling 
Genoa, Bow Thruster, Electric 
Anchor Windlass,  Raymarine 
Chart Plotters, Autopilot, Wind 
Generator & Coppercoat. 

£180,000

Hunter Pilot 27
2002 Year Model, Bilge Keel, 
Hull Epoxy Treated When new, 
Nanni 250HE 14.5 hp Diesel 

Furling Genoa, Garmin 750 
GPS Chart Plotter, Raymarine 
ST2000 Tiller Pilot, Simrad 
VHF Radio, ST40 Wind, Speed 
& Echosounder Instruments & 
Navtex. Lying Eastbourne. 

£36,950

1979 Year Model, Fin Keel,
Tiller Steering, Mitsubishi 17hp
Engine (Replaced 2008), 6
Berths, Standard Horizon 300
Chart Plotter, Icom DSC VHF
Radio, Navman Wind & Tri Data
Instruments. Lying Eastbourne.

£16,000

BATES WHARF  
SOUTHERN, 
LET US HELP YOU FIND 
YOUR PERFECT BOAT.

agents from
Chichester Harbour to Dover

http://www.bateswharf.com
mailto:boatsales@bateswharfsouthern.co.uk


http://www.michaelschmidt.co.uk
http://www.jamesdickensmarine.com
mailto:sales@jamesdickensmarine.com
http://www.retreatboatyard.com
mailto:iynn@retreatboatyard.com
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Best value, online 
navigation courses...
Splash Sea School’s online sailing courses are  
 now supported by more video tutorials, more  

graphics and some great technical improvements.

The most popular and effective distance learning application available today...

Get instant access to your Splash Sea School course. 

0845 009 7245  |  www.splashseaschool.com

...so our students tell us. We have asked them if there is anything  
we could do to improve our online courses. Now, the Splash 
learning experience is even richer – more video, more quizzes,  
and lots of the latest web technical stuff to make the learning 
process with Splash even more enjoyable! 

What we haven’t changed is our focus on support – it still continues 
to be top rated by all our students. Splash is fully accessible on PC, 
Mac, tablet and phone devices. Surf your RYA Navigation Theory 
courses at your own pace, in your own time using the most up-to-
date online teaching materials.

Special Offers
Available

SAILING COURSES

Early Booking  
Offers Available

mailto:gemma.foster@chelseamagazines.com
http://www.splashseaschool.com
http://www.clydewestcoastcruising.com
mailto:info@clydewestcoastcruising.com
http://www.top-yacht.com
http://sailingtoday.co.uk
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www.canarysail.com/viewQuotes.jsp
Email: info@canarysail.com Tel (UK): 01252 837648 Skype: canarysail

 Sailing Holidays in La Gomera
“Excellent week, very 

good course and friendly, 
efficient service throughout.”

- Will 

La Gomera   Superior Service
Outstanding RYA Training

    Amazing Location

ON-LINE  
DAY SKIPPER AND 

YACHTMASTER  
THEORY COURSES 

£285 

Learn at home with our on-line Day Skipper and Yachtmaster theory courses. Full 

tutor support, course materials, free theory clinic, free plotter and dividers for  

Day Skipper theory and  £25 off your practical course. 
On-line and classroom combined course also available 

www.commodore-yachting.com 

training@commodore-yachting.com 
02392 504443 / 07971 290589 

 
 

 
 

 

COMMODORE YACHTING
RYA PRACTICAL AND 

SHOREBASED COURSES  
SOLENT BASED 

TRAINING CENTRE See 
us at the 

London Boat 
Show Stand 

B135

Includes fantastic 47 or 54 day experience-building 
circumnavigation of Britain and visits to France, Ireland etc.

Quality Training and Individual Attention

RYA Practical & Theory Courses 
Adventure Sailing Holidays

Sailing Weekends

RYA Day Skipper Sail
RYA Day Skipper Motor

RYA/MCA Coastal Skipper/Yachtmaster
RYA/MCA Yachtmaster Ocean

RYA Coastal Cruising to Ocean Cruising

For a FREE prospectus contact us on
Tel: 00 44 (0)1625 262365
Mob: 00 44 (0)798 444 7760
Email sail@nmcs.org.uk

www.nmcs.org.uk
As real as it gets without leaving home!

http://www.canarysail.com/viewQuotes.jsp
mailto:info@canarysail.com
http://www.commodore-yachting.com
mailto:training@commodore-yachting.com
mailto:sail@nmcs.org.uk
http://www.nmcs.org.uk
http://www.solentyachtcharter.com
mailto:info@solentyachtcharter.com
http://www.elitesailing.co.uk
http://sailingtoday.co.uk
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The Holidays & Schools Directory is the place to advertise, 
call now on +44 (0) 1489 585210  or 

email gemma.foster@chelseamagazines.com 

Small, friendly flotillas | Sail-and-Stay holidays | Learn-to-Sail | Gulet and Yacht cruises

01737 300805
sunscapeyachting.co.uk

flotilla and bareboat charter
turkey | greece | croatia | sardinia | sicily | balearics

See us at
the London

 Boat Show 

Stand B144

sailingholidays.com      ®

Flotilla Specialists

Meandering around the Greek Islands under sail 020 8459 8787

FULL FINANCIAL PROTECTION

Come and say g’day 
at the London Boat Show at Excel

4th - 12th January 2014
Stand No. A140

info@sailionian.com  -  0800 321 3800

SAIL IONIAN
YACHT CHARTER

BAREBOAT  I  ASSISTED  I  SKIPPERED CHARTER

RYA TRAINING COURSES  I  YACHT PARTNERSHIP

www.sailionian.com

S

Greece & The Caribbean

mailto:gemma.foster@chelseamagazines.com
mailto:info@sailionian.com
http://www.sailionian.com
http://www.setsail.co.uk
mailto:boats@setsail.co.uk
http://sunscapeyachting.co.uk
http://sailingholidays.com
http://sailingtoday.co.uk
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Don’t miss our 
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VOYAGE TO THE GREAT LAKES

Aboard a Tall Ship

From Cowes to Barcelona

Summer  
on the sea

Fabulous Fifes 

Return to the Clyde

Tug on the heartstrings

New life for Dunkirk veteran

    
SUFFOLK SPLENDOUR      
Down the Deben

WARTIME WINDFALL

Luftwaff e yacht

Classic Boat 
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Lessons from the Feva Worlds

Youth 
champions

HOW TO WIN

ON TEST TECHNIQUE RISING STAR AMERICA'S CUP

NEW! 
SAILORS OF 
THE MONTH

First winners

Cowes WeekAll the highlights, plus battle of the speed machines

SOUVENIR SPECIAL

t 
£4.50 US$12.50

chelseamagazines.com

Adventure
Sailing Holidays

Aboard an Oyster 55

Sail in the Sunshine
7 night holidays in Lanzarote

January, February, March 2014
From £675 pp all incl on board

Summer 2014 – Lofoten Islands

www.velvetadventuresailing.com
voyages@velvetadventuresailing.com

EXPLORING
UNDER SAIL

See us at Southampton 
Boat Show stand J086

See us at the London Boat Show 
stand 
C138

The only operator to give you all 
7 nights away from base!

Nisos Yacht Charter 
the Ionian Bareboat and Flotilla Specialists

Tel: +44(0)1600 890606
Email: rowan@nisosyachtcharter.com

www.nisosyachtcharter.com

See us at the London Boat Show 
stand 
C146

www.britanniasailingschool.co.uk

Britannia Sailing East Coast  Victory House, Shotley Marina, Ipswich, Suff olk IP9 1QJ
T. (01473) 787019    E. enquiry@britanniasailingschool.co.uk

LEVEL 1, LEVEL 2, INTERMEDIATE, 
ADVANCED, SAFETY BOAT TRAINING

PLUS CORPORATE FAST AND FUN DAYS

EAST COAST SPECIALISTS IN 
RYA POWERBOAT TRAINING
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http://www.velvetadventuresailing.com
mailto:voyages@velvetadventuresailing.com
mailto:rowan@nisosyachtcharter.com
http://www.nisosyachtcharter.com
mailto:enquiry@britanniasailingschool.co.uk
http://www.britanniasailingschool.co.uk
http://www.seafarersailing.co.uk
http://chelseamagazines.com
http://www.sailorsworld.co.uk
http://www.pinnacleyachts.co.uk
mailto:info@pinnacleyachts.co.uk
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HOW TO WIN

We put X-Yachts' new XP 33 through her paces

ON TEST
Risk vs reward; Mark Rushall  looks at real race scenarios

TECHNIQUE
Spotlight on the talented Sam Goodchild

RISING STAR
New Zealand wins the Louis Vuitton Cup
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Landline: (00356) 2137 8586
Email: info@maltasailingacademy.com   

Website: www.maltasailingacademy.com

RYA Courses
   Sail and Power

More Choice, Better Value
www.tenrag.com

Worldwide
Sailing Holidays

Tel: 01227 721874
Fax: 01227 721617
Email: info@tenrag.com

CONTACT US FOR 
BRILLIANT LAST 

MINUTE DISCOUNTS

FREE 

CRUISING 

GUIDE ON ALL 

BOOKINGS

 
 

www. br oadb luech ar te r s . com  

TURKEY & G REECE  
Discover 2 fascinating countries  

in 1 fabulous holiday  

C A T A M A R A N S  
B a r e b o a t  &  S k i p p e r e d  

 
 

CALL NOW FOR DISCOUNT OFFERS 

Malta

mailto:info@maltasailingacademy.com
http://www.maltasailingacademy.com
mailto:info@tenrag.com
http://www.tenrag.com
http://www.broadbluecharters.com
http://chelseamagazines.com
http://sailingtoday.co.uk
http://www.nautica.com.mt
http://www.yachtchartermalta.com
mailto:info@nautica.com.mt
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ENGINES

ANTIFOULING ANTIFOULING BOAT SHARE

BOAT YARD SERVICES

visit sailingtoday.co.uk

www.betamarine.co.uk
Tel: 01452 723492   Email: sales@betamarine.co.uk

The Yachtman’s Choice

10 to 150 hp - 14 very smooth, multi-cylinder, heat exchanger
cooled engines

We offer you the best, compact, reliable engines 
at very competitive prices!

Easy engine replacement, we can supply special engine 
feet designed to fit your boat

Engineered in the UK, at Beta Marine in Gloucestershire, 
we welcome your visit

Installation, buy through our dealer network for an installation
package - see our website for dealer listings, or contact us

5 Year ‘Self Service’ Warranty

ST
16

8 S
ym

bla
st

Yacht Fractions Ltd
(est.1991)

The Yacht share specialists.
Shares for sale used and new boats

New boats supplied for private or shared 
or Charter management

Bavaria, Beneteau, Jeanneau.
UK and Med.

www.yachtfractions.co.uk
01326 374435

Hayling Yacht
COMPANY

THE SOUTH’S LEADING OSMOSIS CENTRE
USING 5 HOTVAC MACHINES. FASTER, MORE EFFECTIVE

TREATMENTS WITH AN OPTIONAL FULL 5 YEAR GUARANTEE.

CALL 02392 463592
EMAIL: INFO@HAYLINGYACHT.CO.UK VISIT: WWW.HAYLINGYACHT.CO.UK

mailto:gemma.foster@chelseamagazines.com
mailto:INFO@HAYLINGYACHT.CO.UK
http://www.yachtfractions.co.uk
http://www.betamarine.co.uk
mailto:sales@betamarine.co.uk
http://sailingtoday.co.uk
http://www.nrgmarine.com
http://symblast.com
http://sailingtoday.co.uk
mailto:info@nrgmarine.com
http://www.haylingyacht.co.uk
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ENGINES FITTING OUT

INSURANCE

visit sailingtoday.co.uk

LIFE RAFTS

FITTING OUT

HOLIDAYS

Classified

Together we’ve got it covered
  Call now on 01732 223 650 or visit www.boatinsure.co.uk

SPECIALIST BOAT INSURANCE

 An Amlin Group Company

11 Tower View, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent ME19 4UY. Haven Knox-Johnston is a trading name of Amlin Underwriting Services Limited. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

See behind the ads

Haven Boat Insurance

Straightforward online quotation and purchase system

Only pay for the cover you really need

Agreed fi xed value policy with no need for a survey

A member of the Pantaenius Group

Insurance to match the cut of your jib...

www.yachting24.co.uk
A member of the Pantaenius Group

Telephone: 01525 717185
Fax: 01525 717767

Email: info@traffords-insurance.co.uk

Traffords Ltd, 7 Doolittle Yard
Froghall Road, Ampthill

Bedford MK45 2NW

www.pinnacleyachts.co.uk
Beautiful Greek Island Sailing

http://www.boatinsure.co.uk
http://www.yachting24.co.uk
mailto:info@traffords-insurance.co.uk
http://www.pinnacleyachts.co.uk
http://sailingtoday.co.uk
http://www.peachment.co.uk
http://www.sailspar.co.uk
mailto:info@sailspar.co.uk
http://www.sheratonmarinecabinet.com
http://www.sealsplusdirect.co.uk
http://www.liferafts.com
mailto:info@liferafts.com
http://www.traffords-insurance.co.uk
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HOW TO WIN

We put X-Yachts' new XP 33 through her paces

ON TEST
Risk vs reward; Mark Rushall  looks at real race scenarios

TECHNIQUE
Spotlight on the talented Sam Goodchild

RISING STAR
New Zealand wins the Louis Vuitton Cup

AMERICA'S CUP

NEW! 
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First winners

Cowes WeekAll the highlights, plus battle of the speed machines
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MARINAS RECRUITMENT

Do you want to make a 
difference to the lives of others?

Volunteer as Third Offi cer
onboard S.T.S Lord Nelson

& S.V Tenacious
UK OOW CoC

 or equivalent needed

Travel paid
Top quality food 

Visit exciting new ports
No square rig sailing 

experience needed 

Your Job:
Stand the

8-12 watch, 
have fun!

For more information contact Charlotte Butcher
E: ship.ops@jst.org.uk     T: +44 (0)23 8044 3113

www.jst.org.uk
SAILS

Cruising Sails Racing Sails
Top Down Furlers Marine Covers

Architectural Awnings

Cruising & Racing Sails 

Covers & Accessories
Quality and Performance

Tel: 01202 681128 Email: info@quaysails.com
20 Lagland Street, Poole, Dorset BH15 1QG

www.quaysails.com

QUAY SAILS
(POOLE) Ltd

Call us 023 8063 2323

Quayside Road, Bitterne Manor, Southampton SO18 1BZ

The Holidays & Schools Directory is the 
place to advertise, call now on 
+44 (0) 1489 585210  or email 

gemma.foster@chelseamagazines.com 

mailto:ship.ops@jst.org.uk
http://www.jst.org.uk
mailto:info@quaysails.com
http://www.quaysails.com
mailto:gemma.foster@chelseamagazines.com
http://www.kempsails.co.uk
mailto:info@kempsails.co.uk
http://www.norwestmarine.co.uk
http://www.dolphinsails.com
mailto:sales@dolphin-sails.com
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WINTER STORAGE

WEB GUIDE

YACHT CHARTS

visit sailingtoday.co.uk

To advertise call Gemma on +44 (0) 1489 585210

YACHT DELIVERY

Hayling Yacht
COMPANY

Your one stop winter storage & repair centre!

   Call Zena today 02392 463592  
info@haylingyacht.co.uk     www.haylingyacht.co.uk

Plus - Osmosis treatment  Spray painting  GRP & wood repairs  Coppercoat

Established in 1935, Hayling Yacht Co is a family-owned business located in a perfect 
sheltered location on the western edge of Chichester Harbour. This year we have built brand 
new luxury washrooms, with private shower and toilet cubicles, bought a new 38 tonne hoist 
and this month have just invested in an extra 44,335 sq ft of secure, 4 metre high walled 
hard standing, which is fully concreted with full electrics. Oh - and we’ve locked all our winter 
package deal prices to the 2011 tariff.

Secure storage for winter
For winter storage, but with a security in mind, then  
look no further.  We offer all the benefits of the new 4 
metre walled compound, with CCTV.  There are special 
deals for Multihulls, jet skis and sports boats.

Quick 2-4 week storage deals
One of the benefits of the new secure storage  
compound is the layout. We can now offer short  
turnaround deals - for those who want to do that  
winter work quick, and be back in the water fast...

From £35.20  
per metre

From £3.95 per  
metre/week

www.pinnacleyachtsales.com
Buy with confidence in Greece

www.dolphinsails.com
®

Tel: 08704 464 233

Reuben’s childhood arthritis left him struggling to walk, play sport or 
keep up with friends. Sparks’ research is helping to ensure children  
like Reuben achieve their full potential.

Sparks, improving quality of life today and diagnosis and treatment  
in the future.

Find out how you can support Sparks at
www.sparks.org.uk/fundraising

Our research saves lives… 
so can you

www.facebook.com/sparkspage
Registered charity number 1003825 (England and Wales), SCO39482 (Scotland)

Let Hydrovane sail you home safely.

 driven systems from 

8 to 1500 gals/hr.

Totally independent self-steering

system and emergency rudder

... in place and ready to go.

SURVIVE YOUR DREAM

AC, DC and belt  

001.604.925.2660
info@hydrovane.com 
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TECHNIQUE
Spotlight on the talented 
Sam Goodchild
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GO FURTHER  I  SAIL BETTER  I  BE INSPIRED

NOW

BIGGER
BRIGHTER 

BETTER

BATTERY POWER
Wet cell, AGM and gel
– on the test bench

DIESEL ELECTRIC
Could hybrid power be 
the answer for you?

BANE OR BOON?
Paul & Rachel Chandler 
love new technology

GULL’S EYE
Pull-out guide to Pwllheli, 
in Snowdon’s shadow

Antarctica
Exploring the last great 
wilderness in a GRP boat

Jeanneau’s nippy new 41DS 
is designed to be fun for two

Easy rider

Reef 
hopping

BOAT ON TEST

Get in among the 
rocks with our eyeball 

navigation guide

The fastest sailor in the world 
on cold toes and pizza

Rocketman
INTERVIEW

NEW LOOK, NEW CONTENT

Classic Boat 
T H E   W O R L D’ S   M O S T   B E A U T I F U L   B O A T S

CORNISH MARITIME MUSEUM

The fi rst 10 years 

PLUS
My 17-year wait
Rebuilding a cutter

Allegra Gucci
My father’s 
boats 

Saved from the deep
Colin Archer ketch

This year’s 
shortlist

Awards 
2014

    
TALL SHIPS AND PILOT CUTTERS

Inside Nielsen’s yard
REBUILDING A COACHROOF

Step-by-step guide 

i

JANUARY 2014

CHELSEA
MAR INE
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The complete 
sailing set

YACHTS & YACHTING
Essential reading for racing sailors, 

providing tips from the best coaches, 
plus exclusive interviews, equipment 
guides and tests of the latest boats.
From only £39.95 for 1 year

(12 issues, usually £66)

CLASSIC BOAT
Read about the world’s most beautiful 

boats, plus seamanship and 
restoration features, history, design 

columns and practical advice.
From only £39.95 for 1 year

(12 issues, usually £66)

SAILING TODAY
The magazine for hands on cruising 
sailors, offering a wealth of practical 
advice and a dynamic mix of in-depth 

boat, gear and equipment reviews.
From only £39.95 for 1 year

(12 issues, usually £66)

BEST FOR 
RACING

BEST FOR 
CLASSICS

BEST FOR 
CRUISING

PLUS we’ll send you The Yachting Year,
our annual capturing the highlights of 2013 and an 
events guide for 2014, absolutely free!*

TO ORDER
Go to www.chelseamagazines.com/marine

Or call +44 (0) 1795 592 810 and quote N402
*Free yachting annual applies to UK Direct Debit orders only

http://www.yachtsandyachting.co.uk
http://www.chelseamagazines.com/marine
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JAVELIN 30 5 BERTH CRUISER
1GM Yanmar diesel. Survey Report available with full set of sails. 
Moored at Fareham, Hants.

For full specification telephone 01329 282820

YARMOUTH 23 GAFF RIGGED CUTTER  
Good condition ready to sail. Well maintained inside and out. Well equipped. 
Fully serviced  Beta 13.5 diesel engine warps, fenders ,crockery and glassware 
Gas cooker, sea toilet. 

Price: £21,000 ono

Contact: 01983 884633  / philip.dodd755@btinternet.com

BENETEAU FIRST 35
Incredibly spacious 8 berth cruiser / racer (1981) - Beta 30hp engine fitted in 2011 - 
Furuno colour radar plotter - GPS - Navtex - Eberspacher - Life raft - Hot water 
system - Electric windlass and lot’s more.

Price: £25,000

Contact: 07976898187 or 07789641793

NICHOLSON 32 MK XI (1981)
Last of this famous line of classic ocean cruisers. 2012 Beta 43hp diesel, new wiring, 
batteries, solar panels, charger and inverter, pressurised water and much, much more. 

Price:  £ , 0

Contact: 07711 717653

2003 JEANNEAU SUN ODYSSEY 37
Lightly used and an excellent example of this popular fast cruiser. 3 cabins, very 
comprehensive inventory includes safety equipment, dinghy etc. Berthed on the 
Turquoise Coast with idyllic cruising grounds.

PRICE: £49,500

Contact for full details: 01923 262212 / design@barrykemp.co.uk

ATLANTICA 375 DUTCH BUILT 1988.
Based Levkas Greece
7 berth, fully equipped, professionally maintained
5 share syndicate bargain 

Price: £6000 share 

Tel for full details 07941331690

NAUTICAT 33 1975
Motor sailer, long-keel ketch. Sleeps 6, 2 heads. Spacious wheelhouse. 4 sails, covers, 
legs. 70+HP Ford Diesel: 2X 300lt tanks. Autopilot. 2012 survey available. Registered. 
Ipswich. chris-john.harvey@tiscali.co.uk.

Price: £34,000 

Tel: 01508 558446

LOOKING TO SELL YOUR BOAT? 
To advertise 

Call Gemma Foster on 

01489 585210 
or email 

gemma.foster@chelseamagazines.com 

mailto:gemma.foster@chelseamagazines.com
mailto:gemma.foster@chelseamagazines.com
mailto:chris-john.harvey@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:philip.dodd755@btinternet.com
mailto:design@barrykemp.co.uk
http://sailingtoday.co.uk
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TOBAGO   |  CAPE

Dispatches

Tobago was a fantastic place to make 
landfall after our Atlantic crossing from 
the Gambia – and we were ready for a 

shower, unlimited fresh water, a cold beer 
and the luxury of sleeping until we woke! 

The channel into the harbour in the capital, Scarborough, is 
well-marked, but threads through numerous coral reefs with 
a strong easterly cross-current – not recommended in the 

dark. Most visiting yachts anchor in Store Bay and go to 
Scarborough by bus to clear in.

We spent a few days exploring the town. We restocked with 
fresh fruit, veg and meat at the bustling central market, 

climbed the steep road to Fort King George, had our first swim 
in Caribbean waters at Bacolet Beach, and went to the Annual 

Goat and Crab Racing at Buccoo. 
Then we moved Cape around to the anchorage at Store Bay, 
for a couple of weeks beachcombing, swimming, snorkelling 
and sampling the delicious local cuisine. We hired a car and 

drove around the whole island (it is only 40km long and 10km 
wide), climbing over mountains clad in steamy tropical 
rainforest and looking down on stunning anchorages. 
We were honoured and enthralled to witness a giant 

leatherback turtle digging a nest and laying her eggs on 
Grafton Beach. 

FEATURE HERE! Send us your dispatches - from Dundee to Dunedin

facebook.com/
SailingToday

twitter.com/
SailingTodayMag

editor@
sailingtoday.co.uk

CAPE 
Gitana 43 

LOA: 43ft (13.1m)

LWL: 37ft 8in (11.5m)

Beam: 13ft (4m)

Draught: 7ft (2.1m)

Year built: 1981

Owners: Sarah and David Smith

http://www.facebook.com/SailingToday
http://www.facebook.com/SailingToday
http://www.twitter.com/SailingTodayMag
http://www.twitter.com/SailingTodayMag
mailto:editor@sailingtoday.co.uk
mailto:editor@sailingtoday.co.uk
http://sailingtoday.co.uk


For your free User Manual & 
Product Catalogue please call 
or email Quoting Ref:ST15

See us on 
stand C163

http://www.westsystem.co.uk
http://www.epoxyworks.com
mailto:info@wessex-resins.com


At the heart of Rustlerʼs philosophy is a firm commitment to developing
truly unique yachts that are distinctive in looks, design and performance.

Rustler yachts stand out in a sea of clones. They are beautifully built.
Built for real sailors and real situations.

Beautiful yachts, beautifully built

Rustler 42
Principal Dimensions: LOA: 12.81m Beam: 4.06m Draft: 1.82m Disp:11791kg Ballast: 4671kg

Tel: 01326 310120 | www.rustleryachts.com
Rustler Yachts | Maritime Buildings | Falmouth | Cornwall | TR10 8AD

Rustler 44 | Rustler 42 | Rustler 36 | Rustler 33 | Rustler 24
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